
Senator Jerry Moran      The Honorable Robert Aderholt 
U.S. Senate       U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20510      Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Senator Jeff Merkley      The Honorable Sam Farr  
U.S. Senate       U.S. House of Representatives  
Washington, D.C. 20510      Washington, D.C. 20515 
 

Via Electronic Mail 

October 31, 2016 

Dear Chairman Aderholt, Chairman Moran, Ranking Member Farr and Ranking Member Merkley:  
  
Thank you for your support of agricultural research, particularly USDA’s Agriculture and Food Research 
Initiative (AFRI) which continues to fund critical scientific discoveries. Despite AFRI’s recent gains, 
additional funding is needed if more cutting edge research deemed worthy of funding through AFRI’s 
peer-reviewed process is to move forward. For this reason, we urge that you invest $400 million in the 
AFRI program for the remainder of fiscal year 2017.  
 
Dozens of leading scientists from public and private universities renewed calls for a surge in federally 
funded agricultural research this past year. Support for this critical area has fallen significantly behind 
that of other scientific enterprises. Since 2003, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s research budget has 
risen less than 1 percent. Growth in U.S. agricultural output has matched this paltry pace while 
production from U.S. competitors like China has skyrocketed bolstered by a tripling of government 
investment in the agricultural sciences.         
 
Global competition, unprecedented demand, resource constraints, emerging pests and pathogens, and 
volatile weather are posing new challenges for farmers. We have a responsibility to develop the next 
generation of tools, technologies, and knowledge that will enable them to succeed. This new wave of 
innovation will result from breakthroughs in areas such as genomics and nanotechnology, which are 
supported by the AFRI program. Today, the barriers between the lab and the field are crumbling as 
technology arrives in the palm of the farmer’s hand. The technology, however, is only as good as the 
science backing it.  
 
Federally supported agricultural research benefits all Americans by fueling industry innovation, 
preserving our competitive standing, and providing the food, feed, and fiber our nation needs. In 
addition, agricultural research has an exceptional 20-to-1 return on taxpayers’ investment. Our nation’s 
economic, technological, and agricultural leadership relies on a strong agricultural research enterprise.   
 
As you lead your respective committees toward final funding legislation for fiscal year 2017, please fund 
AFRI at $400 million. Thank you for your work on behalf of agricultural research and America’s farmers.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

Association of American Veterinary Medical Colleges 



Agricultural & Applied Economics Association 

American Farm Bureau Federation 

American Society for Horticultural Science 

American Society for Nutrition 

American Society of Agronomy 

American Soybean Association 

American Veterinary Medical Association 

Crop Science Society of America 

FASS 

Global Harvest Initiative  

National Association for the Advancement of Animal Science 

National Cattlemen's Beef Association 

National Coalition for Food & Agricultural Research 

National Corn Growers Association 

National Pork Producers Council 

Soil Science Society of America 

Supporters of Agricultural Research 

 


