
The purpose of a reference list is to give readers a document
that they can use to retrieve information from the same sources the
authors used. To that end, the reference list must contain accurate
information about material that is readily available. In short, if the
information is not readily available from a recognized print or elec-
tronic source, it should not be included in the reference list.

Standard Print Sources. In ASA�CSSA�SSSA publications,
only literature available through libraries or other readily accessi-
ble public media may be cited. All other material, such as person-
al communications (information from someone other than the
authors) or unpublished data (information from one or more author
named in the byline), is cited in the text as parenthetical matter.
Placing �unpublished data� or �personal communication� between
the name and year clearly distinguishes these citations from those
keyed to the reference list.

The terms in review and in press are not synonymous. Material
that is in press has been accepted for publication but has not yet
appeared in print. This material may be listed in reference sections
because the reader will eventually be able to locate it. Material sub-
mitted for publication but not yet accepted may be included in the
reference list of your paper during the review process, but upon
your paper�s acceptance these entries must be converted to cita-
tions of unpublished data or personal communication. If the change
from review status to in press status occurs before or by the proof
stage, the citation can be restored and completed.

Citation Style. The name�year system (e.g., Smith, 1997;
ICRISAT, 1998) for giving references is strongly preferred in all
ASA�CSSA�SSSA publications, especially books, if only for the
simple fact that if references are added or deleted they do not affect
the order of other references.

For within-text citations of papers with two authors, name both:
Jones and Johnson (1998). With three or more authors, use �et al.�:
Smith et al. (1997) or Smith et al. (9). For two or more articles
using the same within-text citation, add a distinguishing letter to
the year in both text and list. These citations take the form �Brown
(1996a, 1996b)� or �(Smith et al., 1997b).�

If specific pages of a book are cited (rather than an entire chap-
ter), the page or page range follows the text citation and does not
appear in the reference entry. EXAMPLE: Weisman (1998, p. 75).

Preparing the Reference List. References are subject to at
least two sources of error. The first involves inaccurate copying of
the bibliographic information and/or inaccurate compilation of the
reference section after the paper is written (including inconsisten-
cy in spelling or year between text and list, as well as sheer errors
in the list entry, as when authorship, title, or publication details are
mistranscribed). The second source of error arises when references
are added or dropped from the list (or text) without the matching
change in the text (or list). Keep both possibilities in mind when
preparing and checking references.

Preparing the Reference Entry. Each reference to a periodical
publication must include, in order, the authors, year of publication,
full title of the article, publication in which it appears, and volume
and inclusive page numbers. (See examples.)

The entry for a chapter or article within a larger work such as a
book or proceedings volume must give the authors, year, chapter
title, pages, the italicized word �In�, any editors, and the publica-
tion title, followed by the volume (for multivolume works) and edi-
tion (when more than one has been published). Last comes the pub-
lisher and city of publication.

An entry for conference proceedings requires all of the above,
and two more pieces of information: the place of the meeting,
immediately after the title and ending in a period, then the date. For

numbered conferences, the ordinal comes at the end of the confer-
ence name (to standardize alphabetization). Be sure to give the
publisher and city of publication, even if the place is the same as
the conference location. (See examples, below.)

For different articles by the same author or authors published
within a single year, distinguish them by adding lowercase letters
to the year. Do not use �ibid.� or �op cit.� (See also Alphabetization,
below.)

Journal titles are abbreviated according to an international stan-
dard, as given in Chemical Abstracts Service Source Index
(CASSI, updated yearly). CASSI is available in most research
libraries.

For publications without consecutive pagination (i.e., each
issue within the volume begins with page 1), include the issue
number. EXAMPLE: 11(2):5�10.

Use acronyms or commonly understood abbreviations (e.g.,
SSSA, TVA, ICRISAT, U.S. Gov. Print. Office) for publishers in
the reference list and in the text citation. For institutional authors,
spell out acronyms and abbreviations. As an exception, acronyms
are used for the following international agricultural research cen-
ters of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural
Research (CGIAR) system: CIAT; CIMMYT; CIP; IBPGR; ICAR-
DA; ICRISAT; IFPRI; IITA; IRRI; ISNAR; and WARDA.

For dissertations that are available on microfilm or in abstract
form, give the numbers and publication data. If available, please
supply the dissertation abstract number or the University
Microfilm number; titles and numbers can be searched on-line at
http://www.umi.com/hp/Products/Dissertations.htm.

Electronic Sources. As with any reference, the idea is to make
it possible for the reader to locate the exact source cited. Give all
the usual information as for print publications�author, year, and
title�but then provide also the entire uniform resource locator
(URL) address, and a date. This date should be the date when the
information had last been updated (e.g., from the date-posted line
on a Web page) or when the information was accessed (either by
the author citing the work or the editor checking the reference).
When in doubt, include more information rather than less.

Since the types of electronic resources cited are likely to change
with changes in technology, only a few examples are given below.
Consult Li and Crane (1996) or their Web page (http://www.uvm.
edu/~ncrane/estyles/) for the basic principles and many detailed
examples. Li and Crane give examples in both APA (American
Psychological Association) and MLA (Modern Language
Association) styles; the APA style is the easier one to convert to
ASA�CSSA�SSSA style.

Alphabetization. Arrange the list alphabetically by the sur-
names of authors. Two or more articles by the same author (or
authors) are listed chronologically; two or more articles with the
same in-text citation are indicated by the letters a,b,c, etc. All sin-
gle-authored articles of a given individual should precede multiple-
author articles of which the individual is senior author. Alphabetize
entries with the same first author according to surnames of suc-
ceeding coauthors and then by year, when the names are repeated
exactly. EXAMPLE:

Shotwell, O.L. 1998.
Shotwell, O.L., M.L. Goulden, and C.W. Hesseltine. 1994.
Shotwell, O.L., C.W. Hesseltine, and M.L. Goulden. 1993a.
Shotwell, O.L., C.W. Hesseltine, and M.L. Goulden. 1997.
Shotwell, O.L., C.W. Hesseltine, E.E. Vandegraft, and M.L.

Goulden. 1993b.
Shotwell, O.L., W.F. Kwolek, M.L. Goulden, L.K. Jackson, and

C.W. Hesseltine. 1991.
Shotwell, O.L., and D.W. Zweig. 1994.
Some common types of references are shown below. For more

examples, consult the ASA Publications Handbook and Style
Manual (1998).

Guidelines for References

For more information, please consult the
ASA Publications Handbook and Style Manual (1998)



Journal Article
Aggarwal, P.K., and N. Kalra. 1994. Analyzing the limitations set by cli-

matic factors, genotype, and water and nitrogen availability on produc-
tivity of wheat: II. Climatically potential yields and management strate-
gies. Field Crops Res. 38:93�103.

Bordoli, J.M., and A.P. Mallarino. 1998. Deep and shallow banding of
phosphorous and potassium as alternatives to broadcast fertilization for
no-till corn. Agron. J. 90:27�33.

Article in Serial Publication
Brown, P.D., and M.J. Morra. 1997. Control of soil-borne plant pests using

glucosinolate-containing plants. Adv. Agron. 61:167�231.
Edwards, A.C., and M.S. Cresser. 1992. Freezing and its effect on chemi-

cal and biological properties of the soil. Adv. Soil Sci. 18:59�79. [After
vol. 20, Advances in Soil Science is no longer published as a serial with
volume numbers. Treat listings in later editions as you would a chapter
in a book.]

Article not in English
With English Abstract
Rosolem, C.A., J.C.O. Silverio, and O. Primaves. 1982. Foliar fertilization

of soybean: II. Effects of NPK and micronutrients. (In Portuguese, with
English abstract.) Pesq. Agropec. Bras. 17:1559�1562.

Without English Abstract (Translated Title)
Vigerust, E., and A.R. Selmer-Olsen. 1981. Uptake of heavy metals by

some plants from sewage sludge. (In Norwegian.) Fast Avfall. 2:26�29.

Magazine Article
Anonymous. 1984. Computer programs from your radio? Agri-Marketing

22(6):66.
Davenport, C.H. 1981. Sowing the seeds. Barron�s. 2 March, p. 10.
Mulvaney, D.L., and L. Paul. 1984. Rotating crops and tillage. Crops Soils

36(7):18�19.

Books (including bulletins, reports, multivolume works, series)
Bernard, R.L., G.A. Juvik, E.E. Hartwig, and C.J. Edwards, Jr. 1988.

Origins and pedigrees of public soybean varieties in the United States
and Canada. USDA Tech. Bull. 1746.

Fehr, W.R., and C.E. Caviness. 1977. Stages of soybean development.
Spec. Rep. 80. Iowa Agric. Home Econ. Exp. Stn., Iowa State Univ.,
Ames.

Steel, R.G.D., J.H. Torrie, and D.A. Dickey. 1997. Principles and proce-
dures of statistics: A biometrical approach. 3rd ed. McGraw-Hill, New
York.

Book Equivalent: Numbered Bulletin, Report, or Special Publication 
Schneiter, A.A. (ed.) 1997. Sunflower technology and production. Agron.

Monogr. 35. ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, Madison, WI.
Taylor, B.N. 1995. Guide for the use of the International System of Units

(SI). NIST Spec. Publ. 811. U.S. Gov. Print. Office, Washington, DC.
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 1981. Process design manual for

land treatment of municipal wastewater. USEPA Rep. 625/1-77-008
(COE EM1110-1-501). U.S. Gov. Print. Office, Washington, DC.

Westerman, R.L. (ed.) 1990. Soil testing and plant analysis. 3rd ed. SSSA
Book Ser. 3. SSSA, Madison, WI.

Conference, Symposium, or Workshop Proceedings and Transactions
Bailey, S.W. (ed.) 1976. Proc. Int. Clay Conf., Mexico City. 16�23 July

1975. Applied Publishing, Ltd., Wilmette, IL.
Ramanujam, S. (ed.) 1979. Proc. Int. Wheat Genet. Symp., 5th, New Delhi,

India. 23�28 Feb. 1978. Indian Soc. Genet. Plant Breeding, Indian
Agric. Res. Inst., New Delhi.

Wilkinson, D. (ed.) 1993. Proc. Annu. Corn and Sorghum Ind. Res. Conf.,
49th, Chicago, IL. 8�9 Dec. 1993. Am. Seed Trade Assn., Washington,
DC.

Chapter in a Book
Achorn, F.P., and H.L. Balay. 1985. Developments in potassium fertilizer

technology. p. 49�66. In R.D. Munson (ed.) Potassium in agriculture.
ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, Madison, WI.

Boutton, T.W. 1991. Stable carbon isotope ratios of natural materials: II.
Atmospheric, terrestrial, marine, and freshwater environments. p.
173�185. In D.C. Coleman and B. Fry (ed.) Carbon isotope techniques.
Academic Press, New York.

Buresh, R.J., P.C. Smithson, and D.T. Hellums. 1997. Building soil phos-
phorus capital in Africa. p. 111�149. In R.J. Buresh et al. (ed.)
Replenishing soil fertility in Africa. SSSA Spec. Publ. 51. SSSA,
Madison, WI.

Gardner, W.H. 1986. Water content. p. 493�544. In A. Klute (ed.) Methods
of soil analysis: Part 1. 2nd ed. Agron. Monogr. 9. ASA and SSSA,
Madison, WI.

Chapter in a Proceedings Volume
Caviness, C.E., and F.C. Collins. 1985. Double cropping. p. 1032�1038. In

R. Shibles (ed.) World soybean research III. Proc. World Soybean Res.
Conf., 3rd, Ames, IA. 12�17 Aug. 1984. Westview Press, Boulder, CO.

Egli, D.B. 1976. Planting day, row width, population, growth regulators. p.
56�62. In L.D. Hill (ed.) World soybean research. Proc. World Soybean
Res. Conf., 1st, Champaign. IL 3�8 Aug. 1975. Interstate Publishers,
Danville, IL.

Harris, H.C., P.J.M. Cooper, and M. Pala. 1991. Soil and crop management
for improved water use efficiency in rainfed areas. Proc. Int. Workshop,
Ankara, Turkey. 15�19 May 1989. ICARDA, Aleppo, Syria.

Dissertation or Thesis
Endres, C. 1986. Influence of production practices on yield and morpholo-

gy of Amaranthus cruentus and Amaranthus hypochondriacus. M.S.
thesis. Univ. of Arkansas, Fayetteville.

Maraqa, M.A. 1995. Transport of dissolved volatile organic compounds in
the unsaturated zone. Ph.D. diss. Michigan State Univ., East Lansing
(Diss. Abstr. 96-05907).

Abstracts
(Cite abstracts only until a more formal publication becomes available.)
Caldwell, B.A., 1997. Fatty acid esterase activity in forest soils and ecto-

mycorrhizal mat communities. p. 223. In 1997 Agronomy abstracts.
ASA, Madison, WI.

Krishnamurti, G.S.R., and P.M. Huang. 1991. The role of Al in Fe(II) trans-
formation. p. 96. In Abstracts, Annu. Meet., Clay Minerals Society,
Houston, TX. 5�10 Oct. 1991. Clay Miner. Soc., Houston, TX.

Software and Software Documentation
Abacus Concepts. 1991. SuperANOVA users guide. Release 1.11. Abacus

Concepts, Berkeley, CA.
Fick, G.W. 1981. ALSIM 1 (LEVEL 2) user�s manual. Agron. Mimeo 81-

35. Dep. of Agron., Cornell Univ., Ithaca, NY.
SAS Institute. 1990. SAS user�s guide: Statistics. 4th ed. SAS Inst., Cary,

NC.

Miscellaneous
Department Publications, Pamphlets, and Other Brief Publications
ICRISAT. 1985. Pearl millet male-sterile line ICMA 2 and its maintainer

line ICMB 2: Plant Material Description no. 5. ICRISAT, Patancheru,
AP, India.

Sandsted, R.F. 1980. Naming and release of �Midnight�: A new black bean
cultivar. Dep. of Vegetable Crops Mimeo. Ser. VC-239. Cornell Univ.,
Ithaca, NY.

Government Documents
Pennsylvania Agricultural Statistics Service. 1993. Statistical summary and

annual report, 1992�1993. PASS-102. Penn. Dep. of Agric., Harrisburg.
Patents and Plant Patents
Dudeck, A.E. 1995. Bermudagrass plant �FHB-135�. U.S. Plant Patent

9030. Date issued: 3 Jan. 1995.
Titcomb, S.T., and A.A. Juers. 1976. Reduced calorie bread and method of

making same. U.S. Patent 3 979 523. Date issued: 7 September.

On-line Electronic Sources
Electronic version only
De Vries, F.P., M. Jansen, and K. Metslaar. 1995. Newsletter of Agro-

Ecosystems Modelling [Online]. November extra ed. Available by e-
mail Listserv (camase-l@hern.nic.surfnet.nl) or Web link to gopher
archives (http://www.bib.wau.nl/camase/cam-news.html) (verified 1
Nov. 1996).

Downing, M., D. Langseth, R. Stoffel, and T. Kroll. 1996. Large-scale
hybrid poplar production economics: 1995 Alexandria, Minnesota,
establishment cost and management [Online]. BIOENERGY �96. Proc.
Natl. Bioenergy Conf., 7th, Partnerships to Develop and Apply
Biomass Technologies, Nashville, TN. 15-20 Sept. 1996. Available at
http://www.esd.ornl.gov/ bfdp/papers/bioen96/downing.html (posted
10 Dec. 1996; verified 24 Nov. 1998).

National Agricultural Statistics Service. 1997. Crops county data [Online].
Available at http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/datasets/crops/9X100 (ver-
ified 30 Nov. 1998).

Both print and electronic versions
University of California. 1996. Tomato pest management guidelines. Univ.

of Calif. Pest Management Guidelines Publ. 14. (Available on-line with
updates at http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/selectnewpest.tomatoes.
html.) (Verified 30 Nov. 1998.)

CD-ROM
Moore, K., and M. Collins (ed.) 1997. Forages, CD-ROM companion [CD-

ROM computer file]. 5th ed. Iowa State Univ. Press, Ames.
Agronomy Journal, Volumes 17�22, 1925�1930 [CD-ROM computer file].

ASA, Madison, WI, and Natl. Agric. Libr., Madison, WI (Nov. 1994).
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