2025 CPSS Board Meeting – Quarter 2
 Minutes
Tuesday, June 10, 2025
Virtual Meeting

Attendance taken by Dawn Gibas
· Present:  Jacob Berkowitz, Virginia Brown, Michelle Busch, Christopher D'Aiuto, Joshua Edgell, James Hartsig, Kelley House, Colby Moorberg, Jamie Patton, Joseph Schuster (FL) 
· Staff: Dawn Gibas
· Absent: Aaron DeJoia, Daniel King, Matthew Hostrander (PA), and Matthew Deaton (OH)

Meeting called to order by James Hartsig at 2:03 pm Central time. 

Approval of Agenda
· [bookmark: _Hlk194515863]Unanimous consent to approve agenda.

Approval of Minutes
· [bookmark: _Hlk185511598]Unanimous consent to approve minutes from March 2025 (Q1 Meeting).

CPSS Work Experience Discussion
· The CPSS Board has had several applications citing work experience obtained as a student and requested a discussion about this topic.
· Motion by Jamie and seconded by Colby to insert the following language into the policies:
· “Work experience obtained while enrolled as a student will be evaluated by the certification review board to determine its acceptability.”
· Board also agreed that an internship for credit will only count toward education. 
· Motion passed unanimously.
Finalize Complaint Investigation Procedure (CIP)
· Board agreed to use as currently written, no additional changes. Was voted on and passed at the March 2025 (Q1) meeting.
CPSS Retired Status/Policy Manual
· Board asked staff to provide consistency between the Amnesty Policy and the Retired Status Policy. Staff will report back at the Q3 meeting. 
Soil Judging News
· Board would like to put money into the 2026 CPSS budget to provide t-shirts for the National Soil Judging Contest. 
· Board would like to see more attention given to marketing overall and marketing for coaches to recruit for judging and for advertising certification.
Licensing State Updates
· Staff provided a brief update on licensing states.
· TN decision to discontinue licensing.
· ND intention to start conversations regarding using the Professional Exam as part of their licensing process.
Updates from State Certification Boards - FL, OH, PA
Joe reported that the Hydric Soils Workshop that the Florida Board held was very successful.
Open Discussion/Other Matters 
Discussion regarding federal employees that are soil scientists and how to incentivize the CPSS to them. They meet the OPM, only need the exam, and an audience we should pursue. 
Staff asked to send out/advertise the Amnesty Policy to past CPSS/CPSC through direct mailing, Crops & Soils, CSA News, and The Profile newsletter. 
Dawn asked that Board members please return application reviews as quickly as possible. If for some reason review will be delayed, please let Emma know ASAP. 
Chris – PSSAC is working on a partnership with the CA Forest Soils Council. 
Next Meeting
· Tuesday, September 9, 2025, 3:00 PM Eastern/2:00 PM Central/1:00 PM Mountain/12:00 Noon Pacific
Closing Remarks
Online webinar about the why certification is important on June 17. 
Adjourned at 3:22 pm Central time

