
 

 

SSSA Board of Directors Conference Call 
December 20, 2012 

(Call started at 1:30 PM CST; ended at 3:00 PM) 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Gary Pierzynski.  Board participants were: 
 

Gary M. Pierzynski, SSSA President 
David L. Lindbo, SSSA President-Elect 
Charles W. Rice, SSSA Past President 
David E. Radcliffe, S-1 Board Rep. 
Donald L. Suarez, S-2 Board Rep. 
Ronald F. Turco, S-3 Board Rep. 
Daniel W. Sweeney, S-4 Board Rep. 
Mary Beth Adams, S-7 Board Rep. 
Thomas A. Doerge, S-8 Board Rep. 
Randy J. Southard, S-9 Board Rep. 
Sally Brown, S-11 Board Rep. 
Robert C. Michitsch, Early Career Members Rep., ex-officio 
Ellen Bergfeld, Chief Executive Officer, ex-officio 
Also participating: 
Jan W. Hopmans, Incoming SSSA President-Elect 
Susan Chapman, Director of Member Services 
Karl Glasener, Director of Science Policy 
Mark Mandelbaum, Director of Publications 
Keith Schlesinger, Director of Meetings and Conventions 
Cathy Goudreau, Recorder 
Board members unable to participate: 
Carolyn G. Olson, S-5 Board Rep. 
Harold M. van Es, S-6 Board Rep. 
Martin C. Rabenhorst, S-10 Board Rep. 
Mark S. McClain, S-12 Board Rep. 
Lawrence F. Baldwin, CPSS Rep. 
Andrew N. Sharpley, SSSA Editor-in-Chief, ex officio 
James G. Coors, ASF Chair, ex-officio 

 
S003 Board of Directors 
1.  Rob requested an additional agenda item on early career. 
 
ACTION:  Moved by David Radcliffe to approve the conference call agenda as modified.  Seconded by 
Tom Doerge.  Carried unanimously. 
 
2.  ACTION:  Moved by Mary Beth Adams to approve the November 30, 2012 Board conference call 
minutes.  Seconded by Chuck Rice.  Carried unanimously. 
 
3.  The Board will hold its spring meeting May 14-15 (travel on the 13th and 16th) in Albuquerque.  These 
dates allow the entire Board to be present most of the time. 
 
4.  The next Board conference call is scheduled for January 17, 2013 at 12:30 PM Central Standard Time.  
Randy requested the time be changed as he has a conflict with a standing meeting. 
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S003.11 SSSA Board Work Group – Annual Meeting Structure 
1.  Sally presented the following recommendations regarding program enhancement funds to encourage 
Divisions to work together resulting in joint sessions: 

• Change program enhancement funding (PEF) structure to facilitate broad based symposia - each 
Division to receive a flat $1500 to use at their discretion with the remainder of the funds to be used to 
support broad based sessions supported by multiple Divisions 

• Symposia generated from existing abstracts and Division chairs and volunteered by members via a 
call for proposals 

• Excess PEF funds to be used to support both volunteered symposia and symposia organized by chairs 
through a combination of submitted abstracts and invited speakers 

•  Divisions allowed to carry over legacy PEF funding for 3 year transition period 
• Annual PEF funding per Division of $1500 may not be carried over and excess is returned to the 

program committee for use the following year 
 
The Board briefly reviewed the recommendations and will discuss them further at the May meeting. 
 
2.  Although several of the key recommendations in the original Work Group report addressing hot topic 
sessions, broad themes, and across Division symposia are being implemented, Gary encouraged the Board 
take formal action on the recommendations at some point so they become part of the process. 
 
S005 Committees 
Dave Lindbo reported that Miguel Cabrera has agreed to serve on the B&F Committee.  Tom Fox and 
Carolyn Olson have agreed to serve on the O&P Committee. 
 
S201 Organization, Policy, and Bylaws 
Per discussions on the November 30 Board conference call, the Bylaws were revised, forwarded to the 
O&P Committee for final review, and emailed to the Board on December 12 for a final vote on today’s call. 
 
ACTION:  Moved by Mary Beth Adams to approve the revised Bylaws as emailed to the Board on 
December 12.  Seconded by Dan Sweeney.  Carried unanimously. 
 
The Bylaws will be presented to the membership for a vote in mid-January. 
 
S303 Vadose Zone Journal 
Mark Mandelbaum presented a recommendation on behalf of Andrew Sharpley that VZJ withdraw from 
GeoScienceWorld database.  Following a brief discussion including questions, the Board requested Mark 
provide a summary of the recommendation including comments from the VZJ Editor, rationale for the 
recommendation, and budgetary impact on the Society due to loss of royalties.  The summary will be 
reviewed by the B&F Committee with a recommendation to the Board on the January 17 conference call. 
 
S700 Meetings 
Dave Lindbo presented a proposal from Paul Bertsch requesting SSSA cosponsorship of the AGU 
Chapman conference “Soil-mediated drivers of coupled biogeochemical and hydrological processes across 
scales,” to be held at the biosphere near Tucson, October 21-24, 2013.  The $10,000 cosponsorship would 
be used to support registration, travel, and housing for early career and graduate student participants.  If 
approved, the official approval letter should stipulate an expectation that SSSA receives significant 
visibility and that SSSA can list the conference on the SSSA website as a partner meeting with AGU. 
 
The Board expressed general support but requested additional information, including a budget, and the 
nature of the $10,000 sponsorship request.  Dave will provide further details on the January 17 Board 
conference call. 
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S711 Program Planning 
The Board reviewed the SSSA 2018 Annual Meeting Survey results.  Highlights include: 

• 52% of the respondents would attend the SSSA Annual Meeting, vs. the IUSS World Congress of 
Soil Science and the ASA-CSSA Annual Meeting. 

• Many of the respondents want to proceed but also want to meet with some other societies. 
- Ellen reported that GSA will meet in Indianapolis in 2018 are interested in a co-located meeting or 

a more integrated meeting. 
- AGU is a large organization, but may be possible to meet with a certain segment. 
- Per discussions at the May 2012 Board meeting, a North American Soils Conference (Canadian, 

Mexican, etc. soil scientists) should be considered. 
• Some comments from members about the perception of SSSA pulling away from agriculture. 

- Gary will work with the SSSA Executive Committee to draft a proclamation-type motion 
supporting SSSA’s relationship with ASA, CSSA, and ACSESS for review and action on the 
January 17 Board conference call. 

 
The Board concurred there is support for an independent SSSA Annual Meeting in 2018 and will take the 
appropriate steps to move forward. 
 
S733 SSSA Conference Committee 
1.  Dave Lindbo presented a proposal and budget for an Innovation in Onsite Wastewater conference to be 
held in April 2014 in Albuquerque.  It was clarified that the SSSA Conference Committee has seen the 
proposal and is supportive of the concept, however, the committee is still drafting a procedure for 
developing these mini-type conferences.  The Soil’s Role in Restoring Ecosystem Services Conference has 
been approved for March 7-9, 2014 in Sacramento, therefore, this would be an additional conference in 
2014. 
 
ACTION:  Moved by Randy Southard to approve the Innovation in Onsite Wastewater conference 
proposal.  Seconded by David Radcliffe.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Dave was encouraged to include soils in the title. 
 
2.  The S773 Bouyoucos Conferences Committee annually solicits proposals for focused conferences on 
important issues in soil science.  The newly-formed S733 SSSA Conference Committee also solicits and 
funds small, focused conferences on breakthroughs in soil science.  The Bouyoucos Conferences 
Committee is unanimously supportive of the proposal to merge with the SSSA Conference Committee.  
Gary and Dave Lindbo will move forward with merging the committees, including development of a new 
charge. 
 
 
Due to time constraints, the following agenda items were not covered and will be added to the January 17 
conference call agenda: 
 
White paper/position paper approval process 
Soils collaborations update – AGI speaker request; GSA 125th celebration 
Early career item from Rob Michitsch 
 
 
ACTION:  Moved by Dan Sweeney to adjourn.  Seconded by Chuck Rice.  Carried unanimously. 
 


