
SSSA Board of Directors Conference Call 
August 18, 2011 

(Call started at 1:30 PM CDT; ended at 2:40 PM) 
 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Chuck Rice. Board participants were: 

Charles W. Rice, SSSA President 
Gary M. Pierzynski, SSSA President-Elect 
David E. Radcliffe, S-1 Board Rep. 
Richard P. Dick, S-3 Board Rep. 
Daniel W. Sweeney, S-4 Board Rep. 
Carolyn G. Olson, S-5 Board Rep. 
Harold M. van Es, S-6 Board Rep. 
Mary Beth Adams, S-7 Board Rep. 
Thomas A. Doerge, S-8 Board Rep. 
April Ulery, S-9 Board Rep. 
Martin C. Rabenhorst, S-10 Board Rep. 
Sally Brown, S-11 Board Rep. 
Robert C. Michitsch, Early Career Members Rep., ex officio 
Sally D. Logsdon, SSSA Editor-in-Chief, ex officio 
Ellen Bergfeld, Chief Executive Officer, ex-officio 
Unable to participate: 
Nicholas B. Comerford, SSSA Past President 
Donald L. Suarez, S-2 Board Rep 
Daniel G. Neary, CPSS Rep. 
James G. Coors, ASF Rep., ex-officio 
David Lindbo, Incoming SSSA President-Elect 
Also participating: 
Wes Meixelsperger, Chief Financial Officer 
James Giese, Director of Science Communications 
Mark Mandelbaum, Director of Publications 
Cathy Goudreau, Recorder 

 
S003 Board of Directors 
1.  ACTION:  It was moved by Sally Brown to approve the conference call agenda.  Seconded by 
Mary Beth Adams.  Carried unanimously. 
 
2.  ACTION:  It was moved by Mary Beth Adams to approve the July 21, 2011 Board conference 
call minutes, as amended (typo on page 2).  Seconded by Sally Brown.  Carried unanimously. 
 
3.  The next Board conference call is scheduled for September 15 at 1:30 PM CDT. 
 
S211 Budget and Finance 
1.  Wes reported a net income from operations for the seven months ending July 31, 2011. 
 
2.  A final draft of the 2012 budget will be presented for approval at the October 20 Board meeting in 
San Antonio.  Harold provided the following highlights from the August 10-11 B&F Committee 
meeting: 
 
▪ Governance:  new line item titled Special Initiatives ($10,000), which can be used to fund timely 

initiatives to be approved by the Board or Executive Committee.  Harold recommended more 
explicit guidelines be developed at the October 20 Board meeting. 
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▪ Development: Add $10,000 for ASF support to increase contribution to Golden Opportunity 

Scholars Institute, and equalize contributions of all three Societies. 
 

Headquarters will continue to monitor the program.  In addition, the Selection Committee will be 
expanded to include equal representation from SSSA, CSSA, and ASA.  Chuck requested the list 
of Scholars be forwarded to the Board.  Marty recommended the Board consider options for 
development of a soils focused program supported by SSSA. 

 
▪ Public Relations:  Add $25,000 to continue 75th anniversary investments related to PSAs, 

e-book and related promotional materials. 
 
▪ Meetings:  Reduce income from registration by $22,000 to accommodate reduced registration for 

early career members.  The ASA and CSSA B&F Committees have indicated support for the 
proposal.  Before the discount can be implemented on a one year trial basis in 2012, the ASA and 
CSSA Boards of Directors will need to approve it. 

 
▪ Science Policy:  Increase budget by approximately $58,000 for more congressional visits, 

increase Congressional Science Fellows compensation, and an additional staff position to be 
shared with ASA and CSSA. 

 
A few other items that will need consideration by the Board on the short term include: 
 
▪ Investments:  The Board should consider whether the investment portfolio be targeted towards 

companies and activities that are more in line with the Societies’ scientific positions and 
objectives (socially responsible, “green”, etc.).  This would probably result in slightly reduced 
returns. 

 
▪ The SSSA, ASA, and CSSA B&F Committees are very supportive of the Digital Library 

proposal.  More details will be provided by Headquarters in the next weeks. 
 
▪ The B&F Committee provided a directive to the NAPT to be budget neutral. 
 
▪ There are some emerging concerns related to the overhead calculation model, which is based on 

each Societies’ relative expenses.  This promotes and discourages certain activities.  In due time, 
this needs to be evaluated by ACSESS.  Notably, SSSA had a recent case with an international 
workshop organized by Paul Bertsch that raised concerns about excessive indirect costs. 

 
Harold encouraged Board members to contact him with any questions prior to the October Board 
meeting. 
 
S300 Publications 
Action was taken at the May 13-14 Board meeting requesting staff to develop a concrete proposal for 
an SSSA news component to CSA News along with costs for print and electronic.  It was clarified 
that there are now three components under consideration:  
 
▪ A separate soils specific communication piece for SSSA members, in addition to and potentially 

in lieu of CSA News. 
 
▪ Expand/revise Soil Survey Horizons to make it more relevant to practicing professionals.  Sally 

Logsdon will contact the Editor requesting they discuss broadening the content and revising the 
title. 
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▪ Outreach publication to non-soil scientists.  Mark recommended an electronic only magazine 

prominently featured on the SSSA home page.  Staff will develop a proposal including targeted 
audience, what kind of vehicle it should be, content to be provided, and budget implications. 

 
S500 Profession Advancement 
Chuck recommended appointment of an Urban Soils Committee to address the urban interface with 
soils.  Included in the committee’s charge will be identifying the right kind of information, potential 
interaction with other groups – gardening associations, landscape architects, etc. – and developing a 
menu of options, including activities at the annual meeting. 
 
By consensus the Board approved appointment of the committee.  Chuck encouraged Board 
members to forward names for potential appointment to the committee. 
 
S589 Smithsonian Soils Exhibit 
Ellen reported that the National Association of Conservation Districts has contributed $80,000 to 
help defray the cost for shipping and storage related to the Dig It traveling exhibit which will be sent 
to the Northwest Museum of Arts and Culture in Spokane, WA, February 4 to September 22, 2012. 
 
S682 American Geophysical Union 
Chuck informed the Board that SSSA has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the 
American Geophysical Union addressing joint activities to foster exchange in scientific research and 
promote scientific opportunities for members. 
 
S711 Program Planning 
1.  Gary reported that the program chairs are working with staff to identify another Opening Keynote 
speaker from the Gates Foundation as Sam Dryden has become unavailable to attend the annual 
meeting. 
 
2.  SSSA will hold a town hall meeting October 16, 4:00-5:30 PM, to update members on current 
activities and to solicit additional input on possible changes.  The Reorganization Task Force 
presentation will likely be of interest and generate the most discussion. 
 
3.  A revised 75th Anniversary budget has been drafted to include some potential additional items 
from Paulsen Marketing.  Due to time constraints, it wasn’t discussed. 
 
4.  Chuck requested Board members review the discussion items for Board Reps. to take to their 
Division business meetings and forward him any comments or suggestions.  It was noted that a 
member of the Reorganization Task Force will make a presentation at each Division business 
meeting and will be available to answer questions. 
 
 
ACTION:  It was moved by David Radcliffe to adjourn.  Seconded by Mary Beth Adams.  Carried 
unanimously. 


