
SSSA Board of Directors Conference Call 
September 9, 2010 

(Call started at 2:00 PM CDT; ended at 3:10 PM) 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Nick Comerford.  Board participants were: 
 

Nicholas B. Comerford, SSSA President 
Charles W. Rice, SSSA President-Elect 
Paul M. Bertsch, SSSA Past President 
David E. Radcliffe, S-1 Board Rep. 
Daniel W. Sweeney, S-4 Board Rep. 
Carolyn G. Olson, S-5 Board Rep. 
Mary Beth Adams, S-7 Board Rep. 
Robert L. Mikkelsen, S-8 Board Rep. 
April Ulery, S-9 Board Rep. 
Martin C. Rabenhorst, S-10 Board Rep. 
Sally D. Logsdon, SSSA Editor-in-Chief, ex officio 
Ellen Bergfeld, Chief Executive Officer, ex-officio 
 
Also participating: 
Susan Chapman, Director of Member Services 
James Giese, Director of Science Communications 
Fran Katz, Director of Publications 
Cathy Goudreau, Recorder 

 
S003 Board of Directors 
1.  ACTION:  It was moved by Mary Beth Adams to approve the August 12, 2010 Board 
conference call minutes.  Seconded by Chuck Rice.  Carried unanimously. 
 
2.  The next Board conference call is scheduled for October 14, 2010 at 2:00 PM Central 
Daylight Time. 
 
S005 Committees 
1.  Due to time constraints, the scope of the S479 International Soil Science Award will be an 
agenda item on the October 14 Board conference call. 
 
2.  Due to time constraints, initiation of a Presidential Award will be an agenda item on the 
October 14 Board conference call. 
 
S201 Organization, Policy, and Bylaws 
1.  Action was taken on the May 13, 2010 Board conference call to refer the proposed Bylaws 
amendment addressing Affiliate membership to the SSSA Budget and Finance Committee and 
the ACS Membership and Society Identity Committee for a recommendation back to the Board.  
Recommendations from the two committees will be discussed at the November 4 Board meeting 
in Long Beach.  Marty Rabenhorst requested that the recommendations be provided to the Board 
prior to the November 4 meeting. 
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2.  One of the recommendations resulting from the July 10-11, 2010 Graduate Student and Early 
Career Member Task Force meeting was a new Board of Directors position for early career 
members.  Nick Comerford presented the following criteria: 
 

• Definition of “early career”:  an SSSA member that is within 5 years of degree 
completion.  To be eligible for this position an individual must hold the Active 
membership category in SSSA. 

• Voting member of the Board, elected at large by the full SSSA membership 
• Two nominees for the ballot will be selected by the S593 Graduate Student/Early 

Career Member Advisory Committee to the SSSA Board of Directors, using a similar 
process for selection of President-Elect candidates. 

• Length of term is 3 years 
 
ACTION:  It was moved by April Ulery to accept the proposal for a new Board of Directors 
position for early career members.  Seconded by Marty Rabenhorst.  Carried unanimously. 
 
S201.4.11 Evaluation of Division Reorganization Task Force 
Action was taken on the August 12, 2010 Board conference call to appoint a task force to 
evaluate Division reorganization.  Board members were requested to send the name of one early 
career/graduate student member and one more established member to Nick Comerford by the 
end of the week so he can move forward with appointment the task force.  Board Reps. for 
Divisions S-1, S-4, S-7, and S-11 have provided their names. 
 
S211 Budget and Finance 
An update on financials will be provided on the October 14 Board conference call. 
 
S290 Headquarters 
Fran Katz will retire as Director of Publications later this year.  Ellen Bergfeld acknowledged 
Fran’s leadership and indicated that she will continue to interact with the Society in development 
activities.  Although interviews will be scheduled in the near future, Ellen encouraged Board 
members to share the job description posted on the Society’s website with qualified candidates. 
 
S573 Accreditation of Soil Science Programs 
Action was taken on the October 15, 2009 Board conference call to appoint an Accreditation of 
Soil Science Programs committee to investigate options for the establishment of an accreditation 
or validation mechanism for the quality of undergraduate programs/degrees in soil science.  
Board members were requested to review the committee report and provide feedback within the 
next week to Nick Comerford.  The committee report will then be prepared in a more formal 
fashion and sent to all departments that have soil science programs with a request for indication 
of interest in a traditional external review or self-certification.  If interest is expressed in either 
concept, the program will move forward.  The committee has received time on the agenda of the 
Department Chairs meeting at the annual meeting in Long Beach. 
 
S593 Graduate Student/Early Career Member Advisory Committee to the SSSA Board of 
Directors 
Action was taken on the August 12, 2010 Board conference call to establish a Graduate 
Student/Early Career Advisory Committee to the SSSA Board of Directors.  Nick Comerford 
presented the committee description including composition/tenure, expectations, and functions. 
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ACTION:  It was moved by Mary Beth Adams to approve the committee description as amended 
– to remove the sentence “The chair will serve as the representative to the SSSA Board of 
Directors.”  Seconded by April Ulery. 
 
Marty Rabenhorst expressed concern that ex officio members of the committee will include a 
representative from the ACS Early Career Committee and a representative from the ACS 
Graduate Student Committee, which is currently in development via the ACS Membership and 
Society Identity Committee.  It is understood that the ex officio members would primarily serve 
a communication role back to the ACS committees, however, he has fundamental questions 
about SSSA’s continual interaction with joint ASA-CSSA-SSSA committees. 
 
AMENDMENT:  It was moved by Marty Rabenhorst to revise the committee description by 
removing the ex officio members from the ACS Early Career Committee and the ACS Graduate 
Student Committee.  In addition, add a bullet under Expectations to ensure clear and effective 
communication about areas of mutual interest with other organizations, such as ASA and CSSA.  
Seconded by Carolyn Olson.  Motion failed. 
 
AMENDMENT:  It was moved by Chuck Rice to revise the committee description to include a 
sentence stating that a member of the Graduate Student/Early Career Member Advisory 
Committee will serve on the ACS Early Career Committee and the ACS Graduate Student 
Committee for liaison and communication. Seconded by Marty Rabenhorst.  Carried 
unanimously. 
 
To summarize, the following two sentences below will be removed from the 
Composition/Tenure section: 

• “The chair will serve as the representative to the SSSA Board of Directors.” 
• “Ex Officio members will include a representative from the ACS Early Career 

Committee and a representative from the ACS Graduate Student Committee 
(currently in development via the Membership and Society Identity Committee”. 

 
In addition, one member of the Advisory Committee will be appointed as one of the SSSA 
members on the ACS Early Career Committee, and one member of the Advisory Committee will 
be appointed as one of the SSSA members on the ACS Graduate Student Committee. 
 
The philosophy of ACS committees will be a future Board agenda item. 
 
S711 Program Planning 
1.  Chuck Rice reported that plans are moving along well for the 2010 annual meeting and 
encouraged Board members to promote the keynote speakers and plenary sessions to their 
colleagues and students.  Per previous Board action, SSSA is maintaining the 4 x 8 poster size 
and posters will be up for 2-day time slots. 
 
2.  Per discussions on the August 12, 2010 conference call, the Board requested an opportunity to 
meet with the Graduate Student and Early Career Member Task Force in a social environment 
during the annual meeting in Long Beach.  This has been scheduled for November 3, from 
12:00-1:30 PM at a restaurant.  The Board will receive further details via email. 
 
3.  Due to time constraints, Division Business Meeting discussion topics will be an agenda item 
on the October 14 Board conference call. 
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ACS732 Annual Meetings Planning Committee 
The Annual Meetings Planning Committee took action to recommend that the Societies consider 
Minneapolis for the annual meeting location in 2015 and Phoenix in 2016 with the intention of 
meeting jointly with the Entomological Society of America both years.  The co-located meeting 
will allow sharing of costs. 
 
ACTION:  It was moved by Chuck Rice to approve Minneapolis for the annual meeting location 
in 2015 and Phoenix for 2016.  Seconded by Dan Sweeney. 
 
AMENDMENT:  It was moved by Marty Rabenhorst to table the motion until the October 14 
Board conference call at which time the dates for the meetings will be available.  Seconded by 
Carolyn Olson.   
 
FRIENDLY AMENDMENT by Marty Rabenhorst to defer the vote until the dates are available 
for 2015 and 2016.  If information is available prior to the October 14 Board conference call, the 
vote can be taken via email.  Motion carried with 6 in favor and 3 opposed. 
 
Following a September 17 email vote, the Board approved November 14-18 for the 2015 annual 
meeting in Minneapolis with a vote of 9 in favor (6 Board members did not vote). 
 
S800 Scientific Affairs 
Paul Bertsch presented the following highlights from the 19th World Congress of Soil Science 
held August 1-6, 2010 in Brisbane, Australia: 
 

• SSSA funded two fellowships ($2,000 each) for students to attend the Congress 
• Presidency will be decoupled from putting on the meeting 
• Elections for President will be open to all members of the International Union, not just 

hosting country 
• Symposium was held and working group established for a universally accepted 

classification system 
• Dues will be restructured, allowing more dollars for programming in the U.S. 
• 2014 Congress will be held in South Korea 
• 2018 Congress will be held in Brazil 

 
 
ACTION:  It was moved by Chuck Rice to adjourn.  Seconded by Marty Rabenhorst.  Carried 
unanimously. 
 


