
SSSA Board of Directors Conference Call 
June 29, 2009 

(Call started at 2:00 PM CDT; ended at 3:30 PM) 
 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Paul Bertsch.  Board participants were: 
 

Paul M. Bertsch, SSSA President 
Nicholas B. Comerford, SSSA President-Elect 
Gary A. Peterson, SSSA Past President 
David E. Radcliffe, S-1 Board Rep. 
Richard P. Dick, S-3 Board Rep. 
Daniel W. Sweeney, S-4 Board Rep. 
Carolyn G. Olson, S-5 Board Rep. 
Robert L. Mikkelsen, S-8 Board Rep. 
April Ulery, S-9 Board Rep. 
Martin C. Rabenhorst, S-10 Board Rep. 
Gary M. Pierzynski, S-11 Board Rep. 
Sally D. Logsdon, SSSA Editor-in-Chief, ex officio 
Ellen Bergfeld, Chief Executive Officer, ex-officio 
 
Also participating: 
Charles W. Rice, Incoming SSSA President-Elect 
Fran Katz, Chief Operations Officer and Director of Publications 
Wes Meixelsperger, Chief Financial Officer 
Keith Schlesinger, Director of Meetings and Conventions 
Caron Gala, Science Policy Programs Coordinator 
Cathy Goudreau, Recorder 

 
 
S003 Board of Directors 
ACTION:  It was moved by Gary Pierzynski to approve the May 4-6, 2009 Board of Directors 
meeting minutes.  Seconded by April Ulery.  Carried unanimously. 
 
S201 Organization, Policy and Bylaws 
Gary Peterson reported that the O&P Committee has reviewed the Bylaws and will be presenting 
their recommended changes on an upcoming conference call. 
 
S201.4 Strategic Planning 
Following up on break-out group discussions at the May Board meeting, the strategic plan 
priorities were divided into tier 1 and tier 2 groupings which were subsequently ranked by the 
Board.  Tier 1 items have budgetary implications as well as staff time support.  Tier 2 items are 
ongoing efforts requiring little additional monetary support.  By consensus the Board approved 
the following rankings in the order listed: 
 

Tier 1: 
• New headquarters building 
• Administrative support for Science Policy Office 
• Charge K-12 Committee to develop “canned” presentations focused on middle and high 

school 
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1.  New headquarters building – Refer to S290 in these minutes. 
 
2.  ACTION:  It was moved by David Radcliffe to provide a part-time support person for the 
Science Policy Office effective as soon as possible in 2009.  Seconded by Gary Peterson.  
Carried unanimously. 
 
It is anticipated that a part-time support person will cost between $10,000-$25,000 and that ASA 
will partner with SSSA in providing funds the support person.  The position will be re-evaluated 
for next year’s budget, as well as consideration of a full-time person. 
 
3.  The K-12 Committee will be requested to provide a dollar estimate for development of 
materials for middle/high school students prior to the August Budget and Finance Committee 
meetings.   
 

Tier 2: 
• Explore partnership/coalition with Soil and Water Conservation Society (tied with the 

next item) 
• Continue to develop K-12 material 
• Explore partnership/coalition with National Society of Consulting Soil Scientists 

 
1.  Gary Peterson will attend the SWCS meeting July 11-15 and will report back to the Board on 
the August conference call. 
 
2.  The Board expressed support for the K-12 Committee activities and encouraged they continue 
to pursue opportunities.  It was noted that ASA and CSSA are in the process of appointing K-12 
committees. 
 
3.  There are several ongoing discussions with the National Society of Consulting Soil Scientists 
that will continue to be moved forward in a progressive manner. 
 
S201.4.8 Alternative Revenue Task Force 
A report and recommendations from the Alternative Revenue Task Force is anticipated in the 
fall. 
 
S211 Budget and Finance 
Wes Meixelsperger reported that revenues and expenses for the five months ending 
May 31, 2009 are consistent with last year and there are no major issues to bring to the Board at 
this time. 
 
ACS237 Membership and Society Identity 
1.  Following up on discussions at the May Board meeting, the feasibility of a check-off box on 
the membership form for support of SSSA international activities will be discussed on the 
July 16 conference call. 
 
2.  Headquarters will provide the Board an update on membership numbers in the near future. 
 
S290 Headquarters 
The Board received an update on the potential new headquarters building.  A report from the 
engineering firm reviewing the building is expected in the near future.  The ACSESS Board will 
tour the building during their August 3 meeting.  To date, all is moving in the right direction. 
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ACS536 Washington Presence 
1.  Paul Bertsch reported on recent meetings with NSF, USDA, OSTP, OMB, and some 
Congressional offices.  At the request of the Director of the Geosciences Division, Paul prepared 
a white paper entitled “The Rhizosphere: A Frontier Cross-Cutting Research Area with 
Implications to Ecosystem Function, Climate Change, Sustainability, and Food, Energy, and 
Water Security.”  Paul stressed the incredible opportunity for SSSA to be engaged and he will 
continue his efforts on behalf of SSSA.  In addition, the Board will review the Grand Challenges 
developed in December for posting on the SSSA website. 
 
2.  As a follow-up to action at the May meeting to establish a Policy Development Committee, it 
was the consensus of the Board to use the current Emerging Issues in Soil Science Committee as 
a platform to launch the new committee.  The composition of the committee will include the 
Executive Committee and Karl Glasener.  Board members were requested to provide additional 
names of potential committee members to Paul in the next few days.  The Rapid Response Team 
will also be requested to provide names. 
 
As requested at the May meeting, Board members were encouraged to contact their Division 
members for input on potential areas for development of position papers.  Suggestions for topics, 
as well as names of individuals with contact information, should be forwarded to Headquarters 
for referral to the Policy Development Committee. 
 
3.  As a follow-up to action at the May Board meeting to organize a workshop on the BREAD 
program, Paul Bertsch is optimistic that NSF funding will be available.  SSSA needs to take the 
lead on soil and water issues. 
 
S711 Program Planning 
1.  Nick Comerford provided an update on the 2009 annual meeting and reported the 
encouraging news that abstract submissions are not down for 2009. 
 
2.  Nick Comerford reported on discussions held at the recent Annual Meeting Program Planning 
Meeting.  Minutes of the meeting outlining the composition, charge and responsibilities of a 
proposed Long Range Program Planning Committee will be shared with the Board for discussion 
and action on the July 16 conference call.  Marty Rabenhorst recommended that looking for 
opportunities to meet with other societies be added to the list of responsibilities for the Program 
Planning Officer.  In addition, Paul Bertsch will work with Headquarters to conduct a survey of 
SSSA members regarding the concept of joint meetings and whether SSSA should pursue joint 
meetings with other societies. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned. 


