
SSSA Board of Directors Conference Call 
February 19, 2009 

(Call started at 10:00 AM CST; ended at 10:55 AM) 
 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Paul Bertsch.  Board participants were: 
 

Paul M. Bertsch, SSSA President 
David E. Radcliffe, S-1 Board Rep. 
Daniel W. Sweeney, S-4 Board Rep. 
Dale W. Johnson, S-7 Board Rep. 
Martin C. Rabenhorst, S-10 Board Rep. 
Gary M. Pierzynski, S-11 Board Rep. 
Sally D. Logsdon, SSSA Editor-in-Chief, ex officio 
Ellen Bergfeld, Chief Executive Officer, ex-officio 
 
Also participating: 
Randy Southard 
Fran Katz, Chief Operations Officer 
Wes Meixelsperger, Chief Financial Officer 
Susan Chapman, Director of Member Services 
Karl Glasener, Director of Science Policy 
Keith Schlesinger, Director of Meetings and Conventions 
Caron Gala, Science Policy Programs Coordinator 
Cathy Goudreau, Recorder 

 
S003 Board of Directors 
1.  By consensus the Board approved the January 15, 2009 SSSA Board of Directors conference 
call minutes. 
 
2.  On a future conference call the Board will discuss the feasibility of adding the Program 
Planning Officer as an ex-officio member of the Board of Directors. 
 
3.  The next Board conference call is scheduled for March 19 at 2:00 PM Central Daylight Time. 
 
S201.4.8 Alternative Revenue Task Force 
It is anticipated that a report from the Alternative Revenue Task Force will be presented on the 
March 19 Board conference call. 
 
S211 Budget and Finance 
Wes Meixelsperger reported a positive net income from operations for the twelve months ending 
December 31, 2008.  However, due to the investment loss, the Society will show a net loss. 
 
David Radcliffe will work with Headquarters and the Budget and Finance Committee to consider 
additional cost-cutting measures and alternatives for the 2010 budget.  It is anticipated that 
preliminary ideas will be presented at the May Board meeting. 
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ACS237 Membership and Society Identity 
Susan Chapman reported on membership and renewal statistics.  To date, 78.5 percent in the 
Active membership category have renewed, however, the typical renewal rate of 92 percent 
should be achieved.  The total renewal rate to date for all categories of SSSA membership is 64.2 
percent.  Efforts to retain the non-renewed members are ongoing.  Of the 2007-2008 theses and 
dissertations published in the February 2009 issue of CSA News, 70 percent were not members of 
ASA-CSSA-SSSA.  Susan encouraged all Board members to become an ambassador for 
membership and challenged them to recruit 10 new members. 
 
ACS536 Science Policy 
1.  Following up on discussion during the January 15, 2009 Board conference call, the SSSA 
Board subsequently approved the revisions to the discussion draft of the Boucher Climate 
Change legislation via an email vote.  The final document was submitted to Congressman 
Boucher. 
 
2.  The ASA and ICCA Executive Committees were in Washington, DC February 9-11 for 
Congressional visits in an effort to build support for opportunities for the certification programs.  
The following climate change recommendations were presented to Congress: 
 

- Develop a program to verify carbon sequestration for eligible domestic offset projects in 
cap-and-trade climate change legislation. 

 
- Under the program, require establishment of on-the-ground reference plots, by certified 

professionals, to provide baseline measurements and document additional carbon 
sequestration originating from a given sequestration practice. 

 
- Under the program, create a process for certifying individuals to provide third party 

verification on projects under the domestic offset program. 
 
Karl Glasener encouraged SSSA and ASA to coordinate efforts in developing language on 
climate change.  The Board requested Karl review the 2007 Methodology of Carbon Credit 
Trading SSSA Task Force Report chaired by John Kimble. 
 
S711 Program Planning 
As a follow-up to discussions on the November 20, 2008 SSSA Board conference call, the Board 
reviewed the SSSA program enhancement funds proposal, as presented by Randy Southard.  The 
Board previously approved the concept of doubling the amount of money available for program 
enhancement funds.  The proposal includes a recommendation for fees and allocation of 
enhancement funds and another recommendation to initiate a competitive grants for program 
enhancement funds.  The Board requested a minor revision in the criteria for the competitive 
grants portion to clarify the funds are for the SSSA annual meeting only.  The proposal will be 
shared with ASA and CSSA leadership.  A final draft will be presented to the Board for action 
on the March 19 conference call.   
 
 
Meeting adjourned. 


