
SSSA Board of Directors Conference Call 
January 15, 2009 

(Call started at 10:00 AM CST; ended at 11:20 AM) 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Paul Bertsch.  Board participants were: 
 

Paul M. Bertsch, SSSA President 
Gary A. Peterson, SSSA Past President 
David E. Radcliffe, S-1 Board Rep. 
Michael E. Essington, S-2 Board Rep 
Richard P. Dick, S-3 Board Rep. 
Daniel W. Sweeney, S-4 Board Rep. 
Carolyn G. Olson, S-5 Board Rep. 
Harold M. van Es, S-6 Board Rep. 
Dale W. Johnson, S-7 Board Rep. 
April Ulery, S-9 Board Rep. 
Gary M. Pierzynski, S-11 Board Rep. 
Daniel G. Neary, CPSS Rep. 
Sally D. Logsdon, SSSA Editor-in-Chief, ex officio 
Ellen Bergfeld, Chief Executive Officer, ex-officio 
 
Also participating: 
Diane Stott 
Fran Katz, Chief Operations Officer 
Wes Meixelsperger, Chief Financial Officer 
Karl Glasener, Director of Science Policy 
Keith Schlesinger, Director of Meetings and Conventions 
Caron Gala, Science Policy Programs Coordinator 
Cathy Goudreau, Recorder 

 
S003 Board of Directors 
1.  ACTION:  It was moved by Dan Neary to approve the December 18, 2008 SSSA Board of 
Directors Conference Call minutes.  Seconded by Harold van Es.  Carried unanimously. 
 
2.  Agendas and background materials for Board conference calls will be posted on the SSSA 
Board website (https://www.soils.org/committee/s003/), accessible by Board members only. 
 
3.  Board members were requested to sign the Written Acceptance of Conflicts of Interest Policy 
and return a copy to Ellen Bergfeld via email, fax, or mail. 
 
4.  The letter from the Society’s accounting firm addressing the Board’s fiduciary responsibility 
will be posted on the Board website. 
 
5.  Dan Neary requested the Board consider changing the time of conference calls from 
10:00 AM Central to 2:00 PM Central to accommodate his schedule in Australia for the next six 
months.  The Board will be polled to determine if the suggested time change is agreeable.  The 
next Board conference call is scheduled for February 19 - time to be determined. 
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S211 Budget and Finance 
Wes Meixelsperger reported that final numbers for 2008, including the joint annual meeting, 
should be available in late January 2009. 
 
S500 Profession Advancement 
1.  Diane Stott addressed concerns expressed on the December 18, 2008 Board conference call 
regarding the proposed Soil Change on the Human Time Scale Working Group.  In response to 
the quality control concern, the working group will provide a forum for exchange of information 
about various techniques used to document soil change (long-term studies and experiments, 
short- and long-term monitoring, comparison studies, space-for-time studies, and 
chronosequence studies); the applicability of each to address research and soil management 
questions; and quality control for specific techniques, as needed.  In response to the concern 
about merging with the Soil Quality Working Group, it was the consensus of the two groups that 
they could productively collaborate on some items but that their different objectives were great 
enough to preclude the formation of one inclusive group. 
 
ACTION:  It was moved by Gary Pierzynski to approve formation of the SSSA Working Group 
on Soil Change on the Human Time Scale.  Seconded by April Ulery.  Carried with 6 in favor 
and 4 opposed. 
 
Because of the continued concern of overlap and duplicative effort, Paul Bertsch will encourage 
the leadership of the two working groups to consider a joint effort and possible merger. 
 
2.  Sally Logsdon presented a proposal on an SSSA Working Group for Soil Glossary to replace 
the Glossary of Soil Science Terms Committee.  The proposal addressed the purpose, goal and 
activities, expected outcome, and support from SSSA.  The goal is to maintain a flexible, 
responsive soil glossary working group to maintain and improve the soil glossary, both on-line 
and print versions.  In response to concern over the definition of ‘soil,’ Sally indicated the 
working group will address the definition. 
 
ACTION:  It was moved by Gary Peterson to approve formation of the SSSA Working Group 
for Soil Glossary.  Seconded by Dan Sweeney.  Carried unanimously. 
 
ACS536 Science Policy 
Caron Gala provided background on the proposed ASA comments to the Legislative proposal on 
greenhouse gas emissions.  Because both Certified Crop Advisers (CCA), Certified Professional 
Agronomists (CPAg), and Certified Professional Soil Scientists (CPSS) are included in the 
document as private sector technical service providers, SSSA has been requested to participate in 
the comments document.  It was the consensus of the Board to include CPSS as technical service 
providers.  Paul Bertsch indicated the other important issue deals with nitrogen and terminology 
of nitrogen use. 
 
It was the consensus of the Board that Paul Bertsch, Dale Johnson and Harold van Es will 
represent SSSA in further discussions with ASA.  A copy of the entire Discussion Draft will be 
posted to the SSSA Board website.  It is anticipated that a further draft will be presented to the 
Board for approval. 
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S711 Program Planning 
1.  Keith Schlesinger reported that several Society lectureships are facing financial issues due to 
the national financial situation.  Therefore, the SSSA, ASA and CSSA Program Chairs agreed to 
use money in the Pittsburgh Annual Meeting budget to fund several of the lectureships.  ASF has 
agreed to this approach for 2009. 
 
2.  It is anticipated that action will be taken on the February 19 Board conference call regarding 
details for implementation of a competitive grant program for enhancement funds for the annual 
meetings. 
 
S800 Scientific Affairs 
1.  Patrick Drohan requested a letter of support from SSSA to accompany his grant proposal to 
fund the interface and tracking operation for the rare and threatened soils concept he put forth 
several years ago.  Several Board members expressed concern with Society endorsement of an 
individual proposal and the precedent it would set.  Paul Bertsch will inform Patrick of the 
Board’s decision.  The Board will consider development of a policy to address these types of 
requests. 
 
2.  The Association of American Plant Food Control Officials (AAPFCO) is interested in 
working with SSSA, ASA and CSSA to identify scientific experts to conduct non-biased 
replicated research to substantiate or reject the efficacy claims associated with plant food 
products.  The AAPFCO membership has the responsibility for enforcing plant food regulations 
throughout the United States and Canada.  One of the primary responsibilities in the 
administration of various fertilizer laws is label review and product efficacy claims on those 
labels.  AAPFCO committees are routinely approached by manufacturers with new products that 
they are seeking to register for sale.  SSSA, ASA and CSSA can assist with recruitment of 
researchers to the task of conducting the research needed to provide the data needed.  It was 
clarified that the Society would serve as a facilitator but would not be endorsing a particular 
product. 
 
ACTION:  It was moved by Gary Peterson that SSSA support the Memorandum of 
Understanding for a cooperative relationship with the Association of American Plant Food 
Control Officials for a 3-year period.  Seconded by David Radcliffe.  Carried unanimously. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned. 


