
 

 

SSSA Board of Directors Conference Call 
December 18, 2008 

(Call started at 10:00 AM CST; ended at 10:35 AM) 
 
The meeting was called to order by President Gary Peterson.  Board participants were: 
 

Gary A. Peterson, SSSA President 
Paul M. Bertsch, SSSA President-Elect 
Richard P. Dick, S-3 Board Rep. 
Daniel W. Sweeney, S-4 Board Rep. 
Diane E. Stott, S-6 Board Rep. 
Dale W. Johnson, S-7 Board Rep. 
Randal J. Southard, S-9 Board Rep. 
Gary M. Pierzynski, S-11 Board Rep. 
Daniel G. Neary, CPSS Rep. 
Ellen Bergfeld, Chief Executive Officer, ex-officio 
Also participating: 
Harold M. van Es, Incoming S-6 Board Rep. 
April L. Ulery, Incoming S-9 Board Rep. 
Martin C. Rabenhorst, Incoming S-10 Rep. 
Fran Katz, Chief Operations Officer 
Wes Meixelsperger, Chief Financial Officer 
Cathy Goudreau, Recorder 
 

S003 Board of Directors 
1.  By consensus the Board approved the November 20, 2008 SSSA Board of Directors Conference Call 
minutes, as modified. 
 
2.  The Spring Board meeting will be held May 4-6, 2009 in Lexington, Kentucky.  The Board will meet 
from 3:00-6:00 PM on May 4, all day on May 5, and end at noon on May 6.  Housing information will be 
sent to the Board in the near future. 
 
3.  The next Board conference call is scheduled for 10:00 AM Central Standard Time on January 15, 2009. 
 
S101 Nominations for President-Elect 
Gary Peterson announced that Chuck Rice and Randy Southard have agreed to run as President-Elect 
candidates on the 2009 ballot. 
 
S211 Budget and Finance 
Per action taken on the September 24, 2007 Board conference call to accept the new investment portfolio 
strategy recommended by Smith Barney to move from managed investments to exchange traded funds, 
money is currently invested on a 50-50 basis between fixed income and equity.  With declining equity values 
in the investment portfolio, the policy may at some point force the sale of fixed income securities (at a loss) 
in order to purchase additional equity securities to keep the portfolio in compliance with Board policy.  It 
was recommended that the Board take action to suspend the current investment policy 50-50 split between 
fixed income and equity for the next 12 months and that no changes in the existing portfolio balances be 
made. 
 
ACTION:  It was moved by Gary Pierzynski to suspend the current investment policy 50-50 split between 
fixed income and equity for the next 12 months and that no changes in the existing portfolio balances be 
made.  A new investment policy will be developed within the next year.  Seconded by Diane Stott.  Carried 
unanimously. 
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S500 Profession Advancement 
Diane Stott presented a proposal for an SSSA Working Group on Soil Change on the Human Time Scale.  
The proposal addressed the purpose, goals, officers and activities, expected outcomes, support from SSSA, 
and membership interest and timeline.  The primary goal of the working group is to foster dialog and 
interdisciplinary collaboration that advances the science of soil change on the human time scale and the 
application of soil science and related disciplines to soil and resource management. 
 
Following a discussion of the proposal, it was the consensus of the Board that a final decision on formation 
of the working group be made on the January 15, 2009 Board conference call.  In the meantime, Diane Stott 
will encourage the group to include quality control in the proposal and will also seek clarification as to 
whether they plan to merge with the Soil Quality Working Group.  Diane will make a further presentation on 
the January 15 conference call. 
 
S711 Program Planning 
It is anticipated that action will be taken on the January 15, 2009 Board conference call regarding details for 
implementation of a competitive grant program for enhancement funds for the annual meetings. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned. 


