
 

 

SSSA Board of Directors Conference Call 
August 21, 2008 

(Call started at 10:00 AM CDT; ended at 10:55 AM) 
 
The meeting was called to order by SSSA President Gary Peterson.  Board participants were: 
 

Gary A. Peterson, SSSA President 
Paul M. Bertsch, SSSA President-Elect 
Rattan Lal, SSSA Past President 
David E. Radcliffe, S-1 Board Rep. 
Daniel W. Sweeney, S-4 Board Rep. 
Diane E. Stott, S-6 Board Rep. 
Robert L. Mikkelsen, S-8 Board Rep. 
Randal J. Southard, S-9 Board Rep. 
David L. Lindbo, S-10 Board Rep. 
Sally D. Logsdon, SSSA Editor-in-Chief, ex officio 
Ellen Bergfeld, Chief Executive Officer, ex-officio 
 
Also participating: 
April L. Ulery, Incoming S-9 Board Rep. 
Martin C. Rabenhorst, Incoming S-10 Board Rep. 
Cathy Goudreau, Recorder 

 
S003 Board of Directors 
1.  By consensus the Board approved the July 24, 2008 SSSA Board of Directors conference call 
minutes. 
 
2.  The Board Reps. that have not completed their spreadsheet of Division specific Chairs’ 
responsibilities were encouraged to do so in the near future. 
 
3.  The next Board conference call is scheduled for September 18, 2008 at 10:00 AM Central 
Daylight Time. 
 
S211 Budget and Finance 
It is anticipated that the members of the Alternative Revenue Task Force and its charge will be 
announced on the September 18 Board conference call. 
 
ACS536 Washington Presence 
The SSSA science policy priorities will be discussed on the September 18 Board conference call. 
 
S600 Collaboration 
The Board reviewed the following policy for Society Sponsorship of Programs which was 
approved at the November 1, 2003 SSSA Executive Committee meeting: 

Frequently one or more of the Societies are asked by other organizations to cosponsor a 
program or event.  To ensure that the program or event meets the standards of the Societies for 
providing accurate, science-based knowledge, each request will be considered on a 
case-by-case basis.  Requesting organizations must provide in writing sufficient information 
on the organization, program, and proposed speakers to ensure that the event conforms to such 
standards.  Decisions on co-sponsorship will be made by the respective Executive Committees 
and the Executive Vice President. 
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The following criteria will be used when deciding on co-sponsorship: 
 
a. The goals and objectives of the proposed cosponsored program should fit within the 

missions of the respective Societies.  
b. The program must address issues of importance and could range from local to international 

interest.  
c. Proposed speakers/leaders should be qualified so as to ensure program quality.  
d. Cosponsored programs shall not financially obligate the Societies, unless requests for 

financial support are made to the Executive Vice President for action by the respective 
Executive Committees and ratification by the appropriate Boards of Directors. 

e. Co-sponsorship by the Societies should be recognized. 
 

Per discussions during the August 6-7, 2008 Budget and Finance Committee meeting there is a 
desire for SSSA to develop a more specific policy on responding to requests from other 
organizations for financial support of activities.  After a thorough discussion it was the consensus 
of the Board to request the B&F Committee to work with Ellen Bergfeld to modify and clarify 
the current policy and bring it back to the Board for a vote on the September 18 conference call. 

 
S711 Program Planning 
1.  ACTION:  It was moved by Randy Southard to approve holding a joint annual meeting with 
the Canadian Society of Soil Science in 2011 in San Antonio.  Seconded by Diane Stott. 
 
Gary Peterson will work with Ellen Bergfeld to draft a formal letter of invitation to the President 
of the Canadian Society of Soil Science to meet with SSSA in 2011. 
 
2.  A draft proposal on program enhancement funds has been forwarded to the Executive 
Committee for review before presenting it to the full Board.  Gary Peterson thanked 
Richard Dick, Rob Mikkelsen and Randy Southard for drafting the proposal.  It is anticipated 
that the proposal will be discussed on the September 18 Board conference call. 
 
3.  Division S-5 Chair John Galbraith has been in contact regarding a lectureship endowment for 
S-5 at the annual meeting.  After a thorough discussion it was the consensus of the Board to 
request Randy Southard to contact John Galbraith for further details.  This will be an agenda 
item for the September 18 Board conference call. 
 
4.  Per discussions at the May 6-7, 2008 Board meeting, each Division was to develop thematic 
sessions which will allow authors to submit their abstracts to a topical session.  The Division 
Board Reps. were to contact their Division Chairs to engage their constituency in developing 3-4 
thematic topics for the 2009 annual meeting, in addition to symposia.  These thematic topics are 
to be reported at the Division business meetings and the program planning meeting in Houston.  
The Board Reps. were encouraged to contact their Division Chairs to ensure that this is being 
done. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned. 


