
SSSA Board of Directors Conference Call 
January 18, 2007 

(Call started at 10:00 AM CST; ended at 11:10 AM) 
 
The meeting was called to order by SSSA President Rattan Lal.  Board participants were: 
 
Rattan Lal, SSSA President 
Gary A. Peterson, President-Elect 
Mary E. Collins, SSSA Past President 
Daniel W. Sweeney, S-4 Board Rep. 
Michel D. Ransom, S-5 Board Rep. 
Diane E. Stott, S-6 Board Rep. 
Dale W. Johnson, S-7 Board Rep. 
Douglas B. Beegle, S-8 Board Rep. 
Randal J. Southard, S-9 Board Rep. 
David L. Lindbo, S-10 Board Rep. 
Sally D. Logsdon, SSSA Editor-in-Chief, ex officio 
Calvin O. Qualset, ASF Rep., ex-officio 
Ellen Bergfeld, Executive Vice President, ex-officio 
 
Also participating: 
Karl Glasener, Director of Science Policy 
Paul Kamps, Development Officer 
Cathy Goudreau, Recording Secretary 
 
S003 Board of Directors 
1.  It was the consensus of the Board to schedule a Board meeting on May 3-4, with travel on 
May 2.  The meeting will likely be held in Columbus, OH. 
 
2.  It was the consensus of the Board to schedule a Board conference call every third Thursday of 
the month starting February 15, 2007 at 10:00 AM central time. 
 
ACS090 Agronomic Science Foundation (ASF) 
Calvin Qualset provided a brief update on ASF activities.  In addition to a spring ASF Board 
meeting, Cal will look into the possibility of a facilitated orientation workshop with the ASA, 
CSSA, and SSSA Boards of Directors, perhaps prior to the annual meeting in New Orleans. 
 
S201 Organization, Policy, and Bylaws (O&P) 
Action was taken at the November 12, 2006 Executive Committee meeting that the O&P 
Committee be composed of members of the Board of Directors that are not serving on the 
Budget and Finance Committee.  The SSSA Past President serves as Chair of the committee.  
Rattan Lal will appoint a 3-member committee, based on suggestions from Mary Collins. 
 
S201.4 Strategic Planning 
Task force chairs have been appointed and the task forces are just beginning to work on their 
charges.  The Advocacy/Education Task Force is chaired by John Havlin.  The Certification Task 
Force is chaired by John Zupancic.  The SSSA Board took action to join the ASA and CSSA task 
force on meetings.  ASA and CSSA have identified cochairs and SSSA will need to do the same.  
Rattan Lal will appoint a cochair to the meetings task force. 
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S211 Budget and Finance (B&F) 
Doug Beegle, Chair of the SSSA B&F Committee, is a member of the tri-Society subcommittee 
looking into dues restructuring.  ASA, CSSA, and SSSA will each appoint an additional member 
to the subcommittee.  Rattan Lal will make the appointment on behalf of SSSA. 
 
S589 Smithsonian Soils Exhibit 
Paul Kamps reported that the Society has received a firm commitment from the Smithsonian that 
the soils exhibit will open in July 2008.  The exhibit will remain open for a year and a half.  $2.1 
million has been raised toward the $2.5 million goal.  Funding has been extended through 
October 2007.  Design development will begin next month.  The traveling exhibit was originally 
slated to travel through the American Library Association at a cost of $1.5 million.  Within the 
past couple months, however, the Smithsonian’s traveling exhibition service has expressed 
interest in overseeing a national tour of the exhibit through their internal travel service for a cost 
of $750,000 as the exhibit would not need to be retrofitted or fabricated from the main exhibit.  
Funds for the traveling exhibit need to be raised by July 2008. 
 
Per the request of Patrick Drohan, Co-Chair of the Smithsonian Steering Committee, John 
Havlin will be appointed Co-Chair of the Smithsonian Steering Committee.  Rattan Lal will 
make the appointment. 
 
S711 Program Planning 
Gary Peterson reported that program planning for the 2007 annual meeting in New Orleans is 
coming along very well.  Plenary sessions will be held Monday through Wednesday at 8:00 AM 
with no competing sessions.  Special attention will be given to the awards program in an effort to 
increase visibility and attendance. 
 
S800 Scientific Affairs - General 
Rattan Lal has suggested the Society develop a policy statement reflecting the significance and 
importance of national soil resources in an effort to introduce soil protection policy legislation.  
The European Parliament has adopted similar legislation.  It was the consensus of the Board that 
a copy of the European Union statement be shared with the Board for discussion on a future 
conference call. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned. 


