
SSSA Board of Directors Conference Call 
April 11, 2006 

(Call started at 8:30 AM CDT; ended at 9:50 AM) 
 
The meeting was called to order by SSSA President Mary Collins.  Board participants were: 
 
Mary Collins, SSSA President 
Rattan Lal, SSSA President-Elect 
Glenn Wilson, S-1 Board Rep. 
Marcus Alley, S-4 Board Rep. 
Michel Ransom, S-5 Board Rep. 
Diane Stott, S-6 Board Rep. 
Douglas Beegle, S-8 Board Rep. 
David. Lindbo, S-10 Board Rep. 
Craig Cogger, S-11 Board Rep. 
Daniel Neary, CPSS Rep. 
Sally Logsdon, SSSA Editor-in-Chief, ex officio 
Martin Massengale, ASF Rep., ex officio 
Ellen Bergfeld, Executive Vice President, ex officio 
 
Incoming Board participants: 
David Radcliffe, Incoming S-1 Board Rep. 
Daniel Sweeney, Incoming S-4 Board Rep. 
Dale Johnson, Incoming S-7 Board Rep. 
 
Staff participants: 
Susan Chapman, Director of Member Services 
Michela Cobb, Director of Financial Services 
Paul Kamps, Development Officer 
Fran Katz, Director of Publications 
Keith Schlesinger, Director of Meetings and Conventions 
Cathy Goudreau, Assistant to the Executive Vice President and Recording Secretary 
 
Mary Collins welcomed the newly-elected Division Board Representatives - David Radcliffe (S-1), 
Daniel Sweeney (S-4), and Dale Johnson (S-7).  Gary Peterson from Colorado State University is 
the new President-Elect.  They will take office at the close of the 2006 annual meeting in 
Indianapolis. 
 
S003 Board of Directors 
The Board was requested to hold the dates of August 8-10 for a Board retreat in Madison.  The 
Board should plan to arrive the evening of August 8; departures can be planned for the evening of 
August 10.  The Executive Committee and Budget and Finance Committees will also meet in 
Madison on August 7 and 8.  Further details will be provided when available. 
 
ACS090 Agronomic Science Foundation 
Mary Collins informed the Board that SSSA has the opportunity to appoint a representative to the 
ASF Board of Trustees.  The Board will discuss this during the August retreat.  Martin Massengale 
clarified that the Society nominates a candidate and the appointment will be made by the ASF 
Board at its November 2006 meeting. 
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S211 Budget and Finance 
Michela Cobb provided a brief overview of the first quarter report for 2006.  The Board and the 
Budget and Finance Committee have been provided a link to access financials for the first quarter.  
Because the World Congress budget is not part of the overall SSSA operating budget, it was the 
consensus of the Board that it be reported separately. 
 
The audit was recently concluded.  Upon receipt of the audit report, a copy will be provided to the 
Board. 
 
S301 Editorial Affairs, Policies, and Practices 
Action was taken at the March 2006 Executive Committee to accept the proposal from the Book 
and Multimedia Publishing Committee to initiate payment of royalties to persons publishing books 
with SSSA.  Fran Katz clarified that the royalty will be paid to the lead author or lead editor.  
 
S589 Smithsonian Soils Exhibit 
Paul Kamps provided an update on Smithsonian activities.  The Executive Committee approved 
moving forward on an initiative with CSREES’ Ag in the Classroom program in anticipation of an 
allocation of dollars to the Smithsonian exhibit.  A request will be made to the U.S. National 
Committee for Geological Sciences and U.S. National Committee for Soil Sciences to draft a letter 
recommending National Year of Planet Earth consider funding the Smithsonian exhibit.  The 
Executive Committee has approved disbursement of funds to support continued development of the 
design, specifically, interactive media components.  Paul is working with a company to donate a 
percentage of its product sales to the Smithsonian exhibit.  More information on this program will 
be provided when details are finalized. 
 
S591 K-12 Committee 
Action was recently taken to formalize a K-12 committee within SSSA.  A call for volunteers to 
serve on the committee went out in the Newsflash.  Susan Chapman reported that 19 people have 
volunteered to serve on the committee and three names have been recommended.  Contact has also 
been made with the National Science Teachers Association.  Mary Collins will appoint the 
committee in the near future. 
 
S711 Program Planning 
1.  Attendance at the SSSA luncheon held during the annual meeting has been decreasing steadily.  
It was the consensus of the Executive Committee to discontinue the luncheon and replace it with an 
SSSA Awards Ceremony followed by a Reception on Wednesday, 4:00-6:00 PM, during the annual 
meeting.  Some of the business that used to be conducted during the luncheon - President and 
Executive Vice President reports - will take place at the all Divisions Business Meeting, scheduled 
for Monday, 8:00-9:00 AM.  It was the consensus of the Board to replace the luncheon with an 
awards program and reception.  If possible, outside sponsorship for the reception should be sought. 
 
2.  Action was taken at the March 2006 Executive Committee meeting to recommend to ASA that 
the A731 Location of Meetings committee be changed to a tri-Society committee and that SSSA be 
represented on the committee.  Dan Sweeney clarified that he is a member of the A731 committee, 
so SSSA is represented. 
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3.  Action was taken at the March 2006 Executive Committee meeting to pursue the following cities 
as a possible meeting site for SSSA’s 75th anniversary in 2011 - San Antonio, Dallas, and Kansas 
City - with a preference of San Antonio.  Keith Schlesinger indicated that the Location of Meetings 
Committee has suggested that Honolulu be included for 2011.  He is working with Conference 
Direct to identify affordable cities. 
 
4.  Keith Schlesinger reported that as of April 4, 327 people have registered for the World Congress.  
Registration fees increase on May 1 so a peak in registration is expected the last week of April. 
 
S890 North American Proficiency Testing Program (NAPT) 
Ellen Bergfeld reported that the committee and technical guidelines continue to be worked on.  
There are 162 laboratories enrolled in the program.  The NAPT website has been brought in-house.  
Janice Kotuby-Amacher will continue as the Interim Coordinator until a new Coordinator is 
identified.  Two applications have been received for the position.  Following the conference call 
Ellen clarified that the Oversight Committee will be involved in the process, but the Coordinator 
will be selected and approved by the Board of Directors. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned. 


