
SSSA Board of Directors Conference Call 
January 23, 2006 

(Call started at 1:00 PM CST; ended at 2:40 PM) 
 
The meeting was called to order by SSSA President Mary Collins.  Board participants were: 
 
Mary E. Collins, SSSA President 
Rattan Lal, SSSA President-Elect 
John L. Havlin, SSSA Past President 
Glenn V. Wilson, S-1 Board Rep. 
Michael E. Essington, S-2 Board Rep. 
Richard P. Dick, S-3 Board Rep. 
Diane E Stott, S-6 Board Rep. 
Nicholas B. Comerford, S-7 Board Rep. 
Randal J. Southard, S-9 Board Rep. 
David L. Lindbo, S-10 Board Rep. 
Daniel G. Neary, CPSS Rep. 
Sally D. Logsdon, SSSA Editor-in-Chief, ex officio 
Martin A. Massengale, ASF Rep., ex officio 
Ellen Bergfeld, Executive Vice President, ex officio 
 
Staff participants: 
Susan Chapman, Director of Member Services 
Michela Cobb, Director of Financial Services 
Karl Glasener, Director of Science Policy 
Paul Kamps, Development Officer 
Fran Katz, Director of Publications 
Keith Schlesinger, Director of Meetings and Conventions 
Cathy Goudreau, Assistant to the EVP and Recording Secretary 
 
Strategy 1 - Society Structure 
1.  A portion of Objective 2 is to review and modify, as needed, the Divisional structure of SSSA.  Per a 
December 15, 2005 email, Mary Collins asked each Board member to contact their Divisional Chair to 
discuss the evaluation process.  The Board was assured that this is meant to be a positive exercise.  The 
Executive Committee is interested in learning how they, as well as Headquarters, can provide more help 
to the Divisions.  The formula used for distribution of Divisional program enhancement funds will be 
reviewed during the March Executive Committee meeting. 
 
2.  The Board provided feedback on their desire to hold a retreat.  Mary Collins suggested that if the 
Board is agreeable, the retreat be held the week of August 7, 2006 in Madison.  The Board was asked to 
think about it and Mary will follow up via email. 
 
Strategy 2 - Membership and Member Services 
Susan Chapman reported that the Society ended the year with 6,015 members, an increase of 346 over 
the previous year.  A full membership report will be provided at the March meeting. 
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Strategy 3 - Publications and Professional Meetings 
1.  Fran Katz reported that the Vadose Zone Journal Editor and Coeditors are very busy attracting a 
number of papers for special issues which should put the journal in better financial condition.  VZJ has 
been accepted by ISI this year so it will have an impact factor.  Libraries appear to be interested in the 
journal.  The Editorial Board may need to look at a different model for publishing charges in the future. 
 
2.  Keith Schlesinger updated the Board on the World Congress of Soil Science.  The Board was 
encouraged to register for the Congress, including the tours.  February 1 is the deadline to register for 
tours.  It is likely that some tours will be cancelled, due to the low number of registrants.  Promotional 
literature will be sent to the Board . 
 
3.  Paul Kamps informed the Board that the Howard M. Taylor Lectureship fund agreement has been 
signed.  Once the corpus is spent down the fund will be depleted and ended. 
 
4.  A Society member that submitted a proposal for funding by the Bouyoucos Conferences Committee 
has requested clarification on the number of conferences and amount per conference that can be funded 
in a given year. 
 
As a matter of background, action was taken by the SSSA Executive Committee in November 2000 to 
increase the maximum that can be granted for a Bouyoucos Conference from $25,000 to $35,000.  
Based on a recommendation from the Budget and Finance Committee, the Executive Committee took 
action in July 2003 that grants from the Bouyoucos Fund be capped at a total of $15,000 per year or 
$30,000 every other year, effective in 2004.  Action was also taken by the Executive Committee during 
a June 11, 2004 conference call to transfer to ASF the dollars in the Bouyoucos Fund, which were 
residing in SSSA. 
 
Martin Massengale requested that the Executive Committee or the Bouyoucos Committee determine a 
policy to govern the fund so ASF is aware of the dollar amount that can be expended each year. 
 
Mary Collins will work with Headquarters and the Bouyoucos Committee and report back to the Board. 
 
Strategy 4 - Professional Development 
1.  At the Salt Lake City meetings, the Board received a proposal from the Soil and Water Conservation 
Society for a joint SSSA-SWCS award.  Discussion was postponed until further information became 
available.  Susan Chapman provided an update on the proposed award. 
 
ACTION:  It was moved to approve the SSSA-SWCS Conservation Research Award with the proviso 
that a sponsor be sought for the honorarium.  Seconded.  Carried.  It was clarified that the award will not 
be given until a sponsor is identified. 
 
2.  A tactic under Strategy 4 is to aggressively promote certification and licensing of soil scientists.  
Luther Smith provided a written report to the Board.  Florida, Georgia, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, 
Wisconsin, and Minnesota state soils associations were visited last fall.  All have expressed interest in 
working with SSSA.  Meetings are set for Oregon and Oklahoma.  SSSA staff continues to research the 
options on how the state-based soils groups could be more closely connected to SSSA. 
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3.  Mary Collins updated the Board regarding the ongoing discussions with the NAPT Oversight 
Committee concerning the Coordinator’s contract.  The Society did not receive a signed contract by the 
December 5 deadline so a request for applicants will be publicized in the near future.  The Interim 
Coordinator will carry on until the position is filled.  The Oversight Committee will be involved in the 
process, but the Coordinator will be selected and approved by the Board of Directors.  A copy of the 
request for applicants will be sent to the Board when it is finalized. 
 
Strategy 5 - Public Policy and Outreach 
1.  A tactic under Strategy 5 is to markedly increase SSSA efforts to improve soil science literacy in 
K-16 education and to integrate information on soil science into high school biology, chemistry, and 
earth science textbooks.  Susan Chapman presented the K-12 committee proposal.  In preparation for the 
Smithsonian Soils Exhibit, informal discussions have begun on how SSSA can and should utilize this 
opportunity to advance information on careers in soil and related sciences.  In addition, in feedback from 
listening sessions of members, from members involved in soils departments at the university level, and 
from practicing professionals, there is growing concern about the visibility and awareness of 
opportunities for careers in soil science. 
 
ACTION:  It was moved to formalize a K-12 committee within SSSA.  Seconded.  Carried. 
 
Mary Collins will work with Rattan Lal to appoint the committee. 
 
2.  Paul Kamps reported that the $40,000 matching challenge grant was met - approximately $53,000 
was raised primarily from members from September 1 through Thanksgiving 2005, for a total of 
$93,000 for the matching challenge grant portion.  Twenty-one states are over the $10,000 benchmark.  
The Society is just shy of a million dollars total raised for the project. 
 
Regarding publicity and PR, the November-December 2005 issue of the Journal of Soil and Water 
Conservation ran a 2-page spread on the Smithsonian Soils Exhibit.  Two ads will appear in Geotimes 
and there will be a full-color ad in the AGI directory this year.  Major corporations will be approached to 
raise the additional million and a half this year for the on-site exhibit.  The 2-minute DVD is available 
for distribution as well as a packet for major sponsors.  ThinkFilm in Washington, DC has been in 
contact with the Society regarding a 6-part television series that Bill Nye is doing on “dirt” for the 
Discovery channel.  Mary Collins has been in contact with the production people.  This is all in the very 
preliminary stages. 
 
3.  Dan Neary asked if SSSA has a formal relationship with the European Soil Science Society.  
Ellen Bergfeld indicated that ASA, CSSA, and SSSA have a Memorandum of Understanding with the 
European Society for Agronomy but nothing formal with the European Soil Science Society.  The Board 
would be interested in pursuing a formal relationship with the European Soil Science Society. 
 
Strategy 6 - Fiscal Strength and Development 
Michela Cobb provided a preliminary and unaudited financial summary for the 12 months ending 
December 31, 2005.  The books are still being closed, but the Society should end up in the black.  The 
Society has spent approximately $300,000 upfront on the World Congress of Soil Science.  IUSS policy 
is that it will share any profits but it will not share any losses. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned. 


