
SSSA Board of Directors Conference Call 
May 13, 2005 

(Call started at 9:00 AM CDT; ended at 10:40 AM) 
 

The meeting was called to order by SSSA President John Havlin.  Participants were: 
 
John Havlin, SSSA President 
Mary Collins, SSSA President-Elect 
J. Thomas Sims, SSSA Past President 
Glenn Wilson, S-1 Bd. Rep. 
Michael Essington, S-2 Bd. Rep. 
Thomas Loynachan, S-3 Bd. Rep. 
Marcus Alley, S-4 Bd. Rep. 
Michael Ransom, S-5 Bd. Rep. 
Douglas Karlen, S-6 Bd. Rep. 
Nicholas Comerford, S-7 Bd. Rep. 
Douglas Beegle, S-8 Bd. Rep. 
Wayne Hudnall, S-9 Bd. Rep. 
Janis Boettinger, S-10 Bd. Rep. 
Craig Cogger, S-11 Bd. Rep. 
Warren Dick, SSSA Editor-in-Chief 
Ellen Bergfeld, Executive Vice President 
Susan Chapman, Director of Member Services 
Fran Katz, Director of Publications 
Ian Popkewitz, Director of IT and Operations 
Keith Schlesinger, Director of Meetings and Conventions 
Luther Smith, Executive Director of Certification Programs 
Cathy Goudreau, Assistant to the Executive Vice President and Recording Secretary 
 
S003 Board of Directors 
An agenda item was approval of the minutes from the November 3, 2004 SSSA Board of 
Directors meeting.  As a matter of record, the minutes were approved in December by the SSSA 
Executive Committee, acting on behalf of the Board. 
 
ACS090 Agronomic Science Foundation 
As a matter of information, John Havlin informed the Board of ongoing discussions between the 
Societies and the Agronomic Science Foundation in an effort to clarify operating procedures and 
working relationships.  An MOU has been drafted for review by the ASF Board. 
 
S204.1 Strategic Planning 
Strategy 1 - Society Structure 
 
1.  Discussions were held at the November 3, 2004 SSSA Board of Directors meeting regarding 
diverse representation on the restructured Board.  During that meeting, some Board members 
expressed concern that perhaps the Regional Branches should retain their seat on the Board. 
 
Since the Bylaws, which were approved at the November Board meeting, and also by the 
membership, included the revised Board structure, it was the general consensus of the group to 
maintain the current Board composition, which does not include Branch representation. 
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The SSSA Strategic Plan states that the SSSA Past President is responsible for interaction with 
the Regional Branches which will help improve communications.  The Branches, along with all 
Society committees, are requested to file an annual report.  If a report contains items requiring 
Board attention, it will be added to the Board’s agenda.  Thus the Branches do have access/input 
to the Board without an official seat on the Board. 
 
Board Representatives were encouraged to maintain communications throughout the year with 
their Divisional leadership.  Headquarters will set up Divisional listserves in an effort to facilitate 
communication. 
 
2.  As a matter of information, John Havlin reporting on restructuring discussions being held in 
ASA. 
 
Strategy 2 - Membership and Member Services 
 
Susan Chapman reported that SSSA currently has 5,330 members (2004 ended with 5,558).  We 
will need to recruit 228 new members to break even with last year.  Membership renewals are at 
89%, an increase of 1% over 2004.  The Membership and Society Identity Committee has three 
active subcommittees - academia, new members, and industry/consulting - focusing specifically 
on these three prioritized segments.  She attended the North Central Branch meeting and plans to 
attend other Branch meetings.  The objective of attending the meetings is to establish 
relationships and discuss collaborative opportunities.  Per a request from the Women in 
Agronomy, Crops, Soils, and Environmental Sciences committee, she will be looking into the 
MentorNet Program.  In addition, different options are being considered for the new member 
orientation program held during the annual meetings. 
 
Strategy 3 - Publications and Professional Meetings 
 
1.  Warren Dick reported that the May 9-10 editorial meeting in Madison was very valuable and 
useful.  Since an agreement was not reached with Oxford University Press, the Society will 
continue to publish books and monographs.  Warren will work with ASA Editor-in-Chief 
Ken Barbarick to merge the ACS325 Monographs and S370 Book Series Committees into a 
single committee. 
 
Fran Katz reported that Headquarters will be investing additional time to market Society books.  
With the advent of some of the new printing methods, a one-year supply can be printed, which 
will allow better inventory control.  The possibility of publishing course-packs is also being 
pursued. 
 
There is interest in developing a new publication for practicing professionals.  John Havlin will 
schedule a conference call to begin moving this proposed publication forward.  Board members 
were invited to participate in the call, if interested. 
 
2.  Warren Dick will complete his second three-year term as SSSA Editor-in-Chief at the end of 
2005.  A call for nominations appeared in the March CSA News with applications due May 15.  
The Board was encouraged to submit names through Ellen for consideration. 
 
3.  It was the general consensus of the group to hold the first Board meeting in Salt Lake City on 
Sunday morning and the second meeting on Wednesday. 
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4.  John Havlin has had conversations with the National Society of Consulting Soil Scientists 
regarding the possibility of a joint annual meeting in 2007 in New Orleans.  It was the consensus 
of the Board that the Society pursue a joint annual meeting with NSCSS in 2007. 
 
John also plans to explore the possibility of joint regional meetings with the Geological Society 
of America. 
 
Strategy 4 - Professional Development 
 
1.  John Havlin reported that the Society is moving forward and providing financial support to 
states for promotion of certification and licensing of soil scientists.  Luther indicated that 
Washington is the farthest along and Pennsylvania is also interested.  John will follow up on the 
progress being made in Georgia. 
 
2.  SSSA is presenting two new awards this year - Soil Science Industry Award and Irrometer 
Professional Certification Service Award.  Irrometer is sponsoring the Professional Certification 
Service Award for 2005 but there is no guarantee that they will fund it in the future.  It was the 
consensus of the Board that if Irrometer is not able to fund the award in the future, that contacts 
for sponsorship of the award be made with other companies.  Board members were requested to 
forward suggested contacts to either John Havlin or Paul Kamps. 
 
Strategy 5 - Public Policy and Outreach 
 
1.  Karl Glasener, Director of Science Policy, was not able to participate in the call, thus he 
provided a written report.  John Havlin informed the Board that Karl is doing a super job for the 
Society. 
 
ACTION:  Per the request in Karl’s report, it was moved to approve an additional 3-month 
science policy internship at a cost of approximately $5,000.  Seconded.  Carried. 
 
2.  Paul Kamps reported that the Smithsonian fund balance is approximately $700,000.  Out of 
that amount $250,000 is for the state monoliths.  Fourteen states have raised $10,000 and they 
are being encouraged to continue with their fund-raising efforts.  There are three components to 
the project - National Museum of Natural History Exhibit, including state monoliths (displayed 
7-10 years) and an interactive exhibit of up to 6,000 feet (2-3 years); a traveling exhibit to other 
museums and libraries; and an educational outreach including soil education kits to be sent to 
librarians and K-12 teachers.  The exhibit design, which will be done in three phases, will be 
developed by the Smithsonian Design Team with MFMDesign, Inc. as the design firm.  The first 
phase is concept design which started in May and will be completed at the end of August.  In 
December a decision will need to be made whether we use the funds available at that time to 
proceed with exhibit design or use the concept design as a fund-raising tool through 2006.  Once 
the $3 million goal is reached, we would then move into draft design, final design, bidding, 
building, installing, and opening the exhibit in 2008 (or earlier, depending on funding).  From 
concept design to opening is expected to take 2.5-3 years. Photos of the first soil monolith now 
on display at the Smithsonian are available, with an update, at 
http://www.soils.org/smithsonian/update.pdf 
 
Meeting adjourned. 


