
SSSA Executive Committee Meeting 
March 8, 2005 
Madison, WI 

 
The meeting was called to order by President John L. Havlin.  Those present were: 
 

John L. Havlin, SSSA President 
Mary E. Collins, SSSA President-Elect 
J. Thomas Sims, SSSA Past President 
 
Also present: 
Ellen Bergfeld, Executive Vice President 
Luther Smith, Associate Executive Vice Pres. & Executive Director, Certification Programs 
Susan Chapman, Director of Member Services 
Cathy Goudreau, Assistant to the Executive Vice President and Recording Secretary 
 

S050 Branches - General 
Per the SSSA Strategic Plan, the SSSA Past President has been assigned the responsibility for 
interaction with the Regional Branches.  Tom Sims will contact the SSSA Northeastern and 
Western Branch officers explaining the services that the Society currently provides to the 
Branches, and inquire of the need for any additional support. 
 
ACS090 Agronomic Science Foundation 
The Executive Committee and representatives of the Agronomic Science Foundation Board of 
Trustees met during the March 7 ASA Executive Committee meeting in an effort to clarify the 
working relationship between the Societies and ASF.  After extensive discussions, it was agreed 
that the ASA, CSSA, and SSSA Presidents, along with representatives from the ASF Board of 
Trustees and legal counsel, meet and prepare a draft Memorandum of Understanding detailing the 
operating procedures and working relationship between the Societies and ASF. 
 
S201.4 Strategic Planning 
The Executive Committee agreed to concentrate on the following items in the 2005-2010 Strategic 
Plan during the course of the year:  Society structure; membership and member services, 
particularly students and early career; professional development, particularly certification and 
licensing of professional soil scientists; and determination/identification of most appropriate new 
publication(s). 
 
S211 Budget and Finance 
1.  Per previous Executive Committee discussions, the duties of the Budget and Finance 
Committee will become a responsibility of the Board of Directors.  John Havlin will work with 
Headquarters staff to update the committee’s composition and charge. 
 
2.  The investment policy guidelines for ASA, CSSA, and SSSA are standard across the three 
Societies. 
 
ACTION:  By consensus, the Executive Committee agreed to ask the Budget and Finance 
Committee to review the investment policy guidelines and suggest possible changes specific to 
SSSA. 
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ACS237 Membership and Society Identity 
1.  Susan Chapman reported on a proposed membership survey.  The concept is to develop a base 
survey for benchmarking; a portion of the survey can be customized for SSSA, as appropriate.  
Areas of inquiry will potentially include: reasons for joining/renewing; ways in which members 
are involved; awareness/use/importance/satisfaction of key programs, products, and services; 
interest in/support for prospective program/product/service offerings; overall perceptions of the 
Society; bottom-line measures of membership value and renewal likelihood; and member 
suggestions for improving the value of membership.  The results will be used in strategic planning, 
program/service improvement/development and for benchmarking.  The survey will be conducted 
using a web-based instrument among a representative sample of Society members.  Because there 
is significant membership overlap between ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, stratified sampling will be 
required to adequately represent all members while avoiding asking any single individual to 
complete more than one survey.  
 
ACTION:  By consensus, the Executive Committee agreed to pursue a membership survey. 
 
2.  Susan Chapman and Luther Smith presented a proposal to simplify the membership dues. 
 
ACTION:  It was moved, beginning in 2006, to merge the activity fee for one Society Active 
membership into the base dues and eliminate the journal/nonjournal subscription differential.  
Those members and prospective members wishing to join an additional Society(ies) will add an 
additional $10 per Society.  Seconded.  Carried. 
 
ACTION:  It was moved, beginning in 2006, to eliminate the journal/nonjournal subscription 
differential for the Graduate Student Membership category.  Seconded.  Carried. 
 
Dues allocation will be discussed at the August 2005 Budget and Finance Committee meeting. 
 
ACTION:  It was moved to implement in 2005, a one-year pilot of a dues waiver program for 
members unable to renew their membership due to economic hardships (currently unemployed or 
called to active military service).  Seconded.  Carried. 
 
3.  The Executive Committee reviewed the action taken in July 2002 to increase the fee charged 
for membership renewals received after March 1 from $5 to $25 to offset additional costs incurred 
for processing renewals after the March 1 date.  Although no specific action was taken, it was 
agreed that $25 was not appropriate and perhaps a 10% late fee, plus shipping for any journal(s) 
ordered, would be more appropriate. 
 
S300 Publications - General 
1.  Action was taken at the August 2004 Executive Committee meeting to implement a contract 
with Oxford University Press to publish the Society’s books, monographs, and special 
publications.  Fran Katz reported that the Society and Oxford University Press were not able to 
agree on terms so there will not be a publishing alliance between the Society and Oxford 
University Press.  Therefore, the Society will continue to publish books.  The editors and editors-
in-chief will meet with Headquarters staff in May to discuss how best to move book publishing 
forward.  One option being considered is just-in-time publishing using DocU-Tech technology. 
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2.  CSA News is currently published on a monthly basis.  Susan Chapman presented a proposal to 
move to a publishing schedule of 10 times per year by combining the May and June and the July 
and August issues.  Resources would be used internally to create additional publication relations 
and communications programs. 
 
ACTION:  By consensus the Executive Committee agreed to put the proposal on hold and reassess 
it after the membership survey is conducted. 
 
S302 SSSA Journal 
The Executive Committee discussed a possible timeline for putting back issues of SSSA Journal 
on-line at no charge.  Headquarters was requested to do a cost benefit of the back issues project 
and report back to the Executive Committee. 
 
S400 Awards - General 
ACTION:  It was moved that members of the ASA, CSSA, and SSSA Executive Committees are 
not eligible to write letters of recommendation for award nominees for any ASA, CSSA, or SSSA 
Society award.  Seconded.  Carried. 
 
S495 Fellows 
ACTION:  It was moved to approve the appointments to the 2005 Fellows Committee.  Seconded.  
Carried. 
 
S500 Profession Advancement 
Per the objective in the Strategic Plan to lead a national effort for the certification and licensing of 
professional soil scientists, John Havlin provided an update on activities in Washington and 
Georgia.  Pennsylvania is also beginning to look into the possibility of licensing. 
 
In order to aggressively promote certification and licensing of soil scientists, the Executive 
Committee agreed to pursue discussions with the state soil science societies.  Luther Smith will 
begin to sort out states that already have licensing programs. 
 
ACS530 Early Career Members 
The Executive Committee reviewed the mid-year informational report from the Early Career 
Members Committee.  In an effort to create more opportunities for early career members the 
committee encourages the establishment of recognition awards for more early career scientists 
within the Society. 
 
ACTION:  It was moved that Lowell Moser, Chair of the ASA General Awards Committee, work 
with the Early Career Members Committee to assess development of an award for early career 
scientists.  Seconded.  Carried. 
 
Lowell will present a report at the August 2005 Executive Committee meeting. 
 
S589 Smithsonian Soils Exhibit 
ACTION:  By consensus the Executive Committee approved presentation of an SSSA Presidential 
Citation to James Ware for his leadership efforts in securing financial support for the Smithsonian 
Soils Exhibit. 
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S608 Soil and Water Conservation Society 
The 2004 SWCS liaison annual report contains a recommendation for joint student and early 
career memberships in SSSA and SWCS.  John Havlin will contact Warren Busscher, SWCS 
liaison representative, to discuss possible joint membership options.  In addition, the 
recommendation will be added to the agenda for a future conference call of the Membership 
Committee. 
 
The SWCS report also contains a recommendation for a proposed joint SSSA-SWCS conservation 
research award.  Susan Chapman reported that conversations have just started regarding this 
recommendation. 
 
S711 Program Planning 
The Executive Committee reviewed a special sessions fund proposal for annual meeting programs, 
events, and activities that are not arranged through traditional Divisions or committees. 
 
ACTION:  It was moved to approve the recommendation of adding $15,000 to the annual meeting 
budget as special sessions funds to be used in support of annual meeting programs, events, and 
activities that do not fit into a traditional Division’s program.  Seconded.  Carried. 
 
ACS711.16 Change in Annual Meeting Format 
Howard Skinner, Change in Annual Meeting Format Committee Chair, has requested Executive 
Committee feedback to help determine the future direction of the committee.  It was recommended 
that the ASA, CSSA, and SSSA Program Chairs and Howard Skinner schedule a conference call 
to follow up on the request. 
 
S889 Coordination of Official Methods of Soil Analysis 
The Executive Committee reviewed the 2004 annual report from the S889 committee.  After 
completion of the validation document, the Executive Committee is urged to approve a publication 
venue.  John Havlin will contact Ed Hanlon, S889 committee Chair, and request a status report on 
the validation document. 
 
S890 North American Proficiency Testing Program (NAPT) 
John Havlin provided an update regarding the ongoing discussions with NAPT leadership.  The 
roles and responsibilities of the S890 Oversight Committee have been clarified and there is now a 
clear line of reporting.  The contract with the NAPT Coordinator has been revised and forwarded 
for a signature. 
 
S893.1 Global Enhancement of Soil Organic Matter-Ad hoc 
The S893.1 2004 annual report states that plans have been formulated to write information 
brochures and popular articles directed to high school students, the public, legislators, consultants, 
etc. for continued publicity on the importance of soil organic matter in our agricultural production 
systems and for environmental quality.  A preliminary draft of a document intended as a public 
outreach effort for the SSSA website entitled “Carbon sequestration in agricultural soils” has been 
prepared.  John Havlin will inform the committee that the moratorium on publications has been 
lifted so the committee can move forward with submission of a publication proposal.  The S893.1 
report also recommends abolishing the present committee and forming a new committee to 
produce the publication. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned. 


	Madison, WI
	S050 Branches - General
	ACS090 Agronomic Science Foundation

	S201.4 Strategic Planning
	S211 Budget and Finance
	S302 SSSA Journal
	S495 Fellows
	S500 Profession Advancement
	S589 Smithsonian Soils Exhibit
	S608 Soil and Water Conservation Society
	S711 Program Planning
	S890 North American Proficiency Testing Program (NAPT)

