
SSSA Executive Committee Conference Call 
December 14, 2004 

(Call started at 2:00 PM CST; ended at 3:35 PM) 
 
 
Participants: John L. Havlin, SSSA President 
 Mary E. Collins, SSSA President-Elect 
 J. Thomas Sims, SSSA Past President 
 Ellen Bergfeld, Executive Vice President 
 Michela Cobb, Director of Financial Services 
 Cathy Goudreau, Assistant to the Executive Vice President and Recording Secretary 
 
S201 Organization, Policy, and Bylaws 
Tom Sims reported that once the proposed Bylaws revisions are approved by the Board of 
Directors, they will be sent to the membership for a vote, hopefully some time in January. 
 
S589 Smithsonian Soils Exhibit 
The Executive Committee discussed the status of the Smithsonian soils exhibit.  Because of the 
large dollar amount that needs to be raised for the project, the Executive Vice President was 
authorized to prepare a draft position description for a development person to work exclusively 
on the Smithsonian project. 
 
S711 Program Planning 
The Meetings and Conventions Department at Headquarters is currently working on the World 
Congress of Soil Science, a carbon sequestration meeting, and the Societies’ 2005 annual 
meeting.  Because the Societies’ current abstract submission software cannot accommodate 
abstract submissions simultaneously for concurrent meetings, it will be necessary to either fix the 
current system or purchase software than can handle multiple meetings.  Staff has met with three 
vendors and participated in live web demonstrations.  Headquarters’ recommendation is to sign a 
3-year contract with Conference Exchange to provide the abstract management system at an 
estimated yearly cost of $66,700. 
 
ACTION:  By consensus it was agreed to support, in concept, Headquarters’ recommendation 
regarding an abstract management system.  The Budget and Finance Committee will be 
consulted prior to a final decision. 
 
S890 North American Proficiency Testing Program 
The Executive Committee will schedule a conference call with the NAPT leadership to discuss 
the ongoing relationship of SSSA and the NAPT program. 
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