
SSSA Executive Committee Conference Call 
September 27, 2004 

(Call started at 1:00 PM CDT; ended at 2:45 PM) 
 
Participants: Tom Sims, SSSA President 
  John Havlin, SSSA President-Elect 
  Mike Singer, SSSA Past President 
  Ellen Bergfeld, Executive Vice President 
  Cathy Goudreau, Recording Secretary 
 
ACS090 Agronomic Science Foundation 
The Executive Committee discussed fund raising expectations for the Smithsonian 
project.   
 
ACTION:  It was the consensus of the Executive Committee that Ellen Bergfeld develop 
a position description and begin advertising for additional development staff.  The 
possibility of hiring a consultant will also be investigated.  The expectation is to reach a 
decision on this in Seattle. 
 
S201 Organization, Policy, and Bylaws 
Currently in order to be nominated for an SSSA Fellow, an individual must have been a 
member of the Society for a total of at least 10 years.  In order to allow for more 
members to be nominated, particularly those in industry, it has been suggested that the 10 
year membership requirement be changed to 7 years.  Tom Sims will forward the 
suggestion to the S201 committee for a recommendation. 
 
S201.4 Strategic Planning 
The Board of Directors has been provided a copy of the draft Strategic Plan with a 
request for feedback by October 15.  A final draft will be emailed to all Board members 
and will be the major topic of discussion at the Board meeting in Seattle.  The Strategic 
Plan will also be posted on the Society’s website in order to provide an opportunity for all 
Society members to read it and provide comments.  Revision of the SSSA Bylaws will 
take place soon after the Seattle meetings. 
 
S800 Scientific Affairs--General 
1.  ACTION:  It was the consensus of the Executive Committee that John Havlin 
represent the Society at the January 2005 National Society of Consulting Soil Scientists 
meeting. 
 
2.  Tom Sims reported on his attendance at the Eurosoil 2004 meeting.  A resolution was 
passed at the meeting in support of the establishment of a European Confederation of Soil 
Sciences that would involve 43 European countries and be a formal, regional affiliate of 
the International Union of Soil Sciences.  Tom Sims participated in the meeting of 
European national soil science societies that discussed this matter and indicated strong 
support of SSSA for this group and a willingness to cooperate with the confederation. 
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