
SSSA Executive Committee Meeting 
November 1, 2003 

Denver, CO 
 

The meeting was called to order by President Michael J. Singer.  Those present were: 
 
Michael J. Singer, SSSA President 
J. Thomas Sims, SSSA President-Elect 
John W. Doran, SSSA Past President 
Guests: 
John L. Havlin, Incoming SSSA President-Elect 
David M. Kral, Associate Executive Vice President 
 

000-099 ORGANIZATION 
 
S002 Executive Committee 
The following dates were confirmed for 2004 meetings of the Executive Committee: 
March 1-3 (leadership workshop to be held February 28-29) and August 2-5 (Budget and 
Finance Committee will meet August 1-2). 
 
S050 Regional Branches--General 
For the record, it was agreed that the following officers would represent the Society at the 
2004 Regional Branch meetings: 
 

Western Society of Soil Science—June 13-17, Logan, UT (Michael Singer) 
Northeastern Branch—July 11-14, Bordentown, NJ (J. Thomas Sims) 

 
200-299 OPERATIONS AND FINANCE 

 
S201.4 Strategic Planning 
The Board of Directors and Division Chairs will be sent an electronic copy of the 1994 
Strategic Plan with a request that they review the plan and return comments to the 
Executive Committee.  The feedback received from the Board and Division Chairs will 
be considered at the winter 2004 meeting of the Executive Committee. 
 

300-399 PUBLICATIONS 
 
ACS321.5 Electronic Conversion of Back Issues of ASA-CSSA-SSSA Journals—ad hoc 
The first phase of the searchable journal project was to have all issues of Agronomy 
Journal, Crop Science, Soil Science Society of America Journal, and Journal of 
Environmental Quality up to and including the year 2000, digitized and placed on CD.  In 
addition, Journal of Production Agriculture and Journal of Natural Resources and Life 
Sciences Education were added to the Agronomy Journal digitizing project.  The Bulletin 
of the Soil Survey Association was added to the SSSA Journal digitizing project because 
the Association was one of SSSA’s predecessors.  SSSA Journal is available and being 
sold and all content for the other journals has been digitized and the CD set for each 
publication is either completed or in the final stages of review as the last step prior to 
pressing the master set and reproduction. 
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In addition to CDs, Ellen Bergfeld will look into the possibility of placing the back issues 
on DVD. 
 

400-499 AWARDS 
 
S471 Soil Science Research Award 
The Executive Committee reviewed the recommendation contained in the S471 annual 
report, namely, if there is a point or two point difference in the ranking of the top two 
candidates, and the second ranked one is a female or an African American, the committee 
chair might make the recommendation to the President of the Society that the second 
ranked person be given the award.  The Society needs to increase the number of awards it 
gives to females and African Americans.  It was the consensus of the Executive 
Committee that the Society recognizes the importance of having females and minorities 
nominated for awards.  In that regard, Michael Singer will encourage all Society award 
chairs to solicit nominations, keeping diversity in mind. 
 
S482 Marion L. and Chrystie M. Jackson Soil Science Award 
In response to the remarks contained in the S482 annual report, the S482 committee will 
be requested to develop wording to broaden the definition of “teaching” criteria for the 
award.  Michael Singer will follow up with the committee. 
 

500-599 PROFESSION ADVANCEMENT 
 
S500 Profession Advancement 
1.  Presently all certification activities are conducted by ASA.  One of the classifications 
for certification offered by ARCPACS is for soil scientists.  Because SSSA would like 
the opportunity to market and promote certification for soil scientists, it has been 
suggested that SSSA assume sponsorship of certification for soil scientists.  Two things 
will need to occur in order for this to happen, namely, ASA will need to relinquish 
certification of soil scientists to SSSA and the SSSA Board of Directors will need to 
accept responsibility for the oversight of certification of soil scientists.  A question of 
liability was raised but this does not seem to be a significant problem. 
 
2.  The Society will continue discussions with consulting soil scientists in an effort to 
develop products and services to help serve that membership segment. 
 
S582 Council of Soil Science Examiners 
The relationship of SSSA, including financial obligations, to the Council of Soil Science 
Examiners (CSSE) needs to be clarified.  J. Thomas Sims will work with the leadership 
of CSSE to clarify the relationship. 
 
S585 Emerging Issues in Soil Science 
The Executive Committee discussed possible subjects to be considered by the S585 
committee.  The topics of erosion and its effect on water quality at construction sites, 
nutrient trading, and agriculture and air quality will be passed on to the committee by 
J. Thomas Sims. 
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600-699 COLLABORATION 
 
S600 Collaboration—General 
1.  The Executive Committee was informed that NRCS will give the Society 8,000 2004 
soils calendars for distribution to members.  J. Thomas Sims will send a thank-you letter 
to Maxine Levin on behalf of the Society. 
 
2.  In previous action the Executive Committee established that requests for Society 
cosponsorship of conferences, recognitions, etc., be considered on a case-by-case basis 
by the Executive Committee.  In this regard, Lowell Moser, ASA President-Elect, 
developed criteria to help guide decisions on cosponsorship 
 
ACTION:  It was moved, seconded, and carried to approve the following Policy for Tri-
Societies Sponsorship of Programs. 

 
Policy for Tri-Societies Sponsorship of Programs 

 
Frequently one or more of the Societies are asked by other organizations to cosponsor 
a program or event.  To insure that the program or event meets the standards of the 
Societies for providing accurate, science-based knowledge, each request will be 
considered on a case-by-case basis.  Requesting organizations must provide in writing 
sufficient information on the organization, program, and proposed speakers to ensure 
that the event conforms to such standards.  Decisions on cosponsorship will be made 
by the respective Executive Committees and the Executive Vice President.  The 
following criteria will be used when deciding on cosponsorship: 

• The goals and objectives of the proposed cosponsored program should fit 
within the missions of the respective Societies. 

• The program must address issues of importance and could range from 
local to international interest. 

• Proposed speakers/leaders should be qualified so as to ensure program 
quality. 

• Cosponsored programs shall not financially obligate the Societies, unless 
requests for financial support are made to the Executive Vice President for 
action by the respective Executive Committees and ratification by the 
appropriate Boards of Directors. 

• Cosponsorship by the Societies should be recognized. 
 
S673.1 America: The Living Land 
ACTION:  Per the recommendation of the S673.1 committee, it was moved to 
discontinue the committee with thanks.  Seconded.  Carried. 
 
J. Thomas Sims will dismiss the committee. 
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700-799 MEETINGS 
 
S700.3 Meeting Alternatives 
The Executive Committee discussed the suggestions contained in the S700.3 committee 
annual report.  It was agreed that the suggestions are or will be incorporated as part of the 
Society’s ongoing cooperation already carried on with the Geological Society of 
America. 
 

800-899 SCIENTIFIC AFFAIRS 
 
S890 North American Proficiency Testing Program (NAPT) 
J. Thomas Sims reported that in lieu of an accreditation program, NAPT will initiate a 
pilot voluntary performance assessment program in the West.  NAPA is presently in the 
process of developing criteria for the pilot program. 
 
S893.1 Global Enhancement of Soil Organic Matter 
Michael Singer will contact the Chair of S893.1 advising him that the Society will work 
with the committee in developing and implementing the suggestions and 
recommendations contained in the S893.1 annual report.  In essence the committee is 
requesting the Society to take a leadership role in promoting the benefits of soil organic 
matter and other attributes of soil as it affects food production systems, global change, 
and quality of life. 
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